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Dr. Jean Philippe Torterotot
EWA President 2009 – 2011

It is a pleasure to welcome you into this 2010 Yearbook of EWA, the European Water Associa-
tion. In the previous edition, we informed you in some detail about the actions and strategies 
of our national members, showing what the key water issues are over more than 20 European 
countries. This time, you will still be made familiar with our national and corporate members, but 
� rst you will get some insight into current water related issues at European level. Doctor Richard 
Seeber, Member of the European Parlament, as well as Peter Gammeltoft, representing DG En-
vironment from the European Commission, have accepted to share some views with us in this 
Yearbook. EWA is grateful to them, as well as to all the other authors, members and sta� , who 
have contributed to this document.

It is our ambition to further develop on one hand technical and scienti� c exchange between water specialists and professionals, 
and on the other hand increased contributions to the development and implementation of European environmental policy and 
legislation. This strategy has been actively launched under the presidency of Peter Cook, 2007 – 2009, as an answer to our mem-
bers‘ expectations and with the support of the European Commission under the Life+ Program. EWA is a highly representative 
organisation, both in terms of European geography and in terms of diversity of positions and skills of our members´ members. 
Installing an o�  ce in Brussels and hiring a Head of External A� airs has greatly increased our ability to get an access to key infor-
mation and to share it, as well as to contribute to European policies through working groups, answers to consultations, position 
papers, workshops, or our annual Brussels Conference which is becoming a traditional event focusing every year on a chosen hot 
topic. After having dealt with � oods in 2009, we will focus the 2010 edition of the Conference on River Basin Management Plans.

The implementation of European directives in the water sector is more than ever a strategic and important issue. The Water 
Framework Directive, as well as daughter and neighbour legislation are challenging and ambitious, in order to keep abreast with 
the problems to solve. Huge e� orts are invested from all sides to develop suited tools and methods, to implement procedures and 
regulations, to act accordingly on the � eld. Doing so is complex for several reasons. First of all, water resources and water uses are 
complex and open systems, addressing various space and time scales (real time hazards and long term natural or man-made as-
sets), and dealing with the three pillars of sustainable development. Water issues are dealt with both by skilled professionals and 
by lay-persons, and water questions interact with almost all types of activities. And, last but not least, emerging issues are coming 
forward constantly and are added to the agenda: global change including climate change, water and energy, risk management 
dealing with various threats, „new“ pollutants.

For these reasons, capacity building and innovation are crucial in order to develop sustainable management approaches of water 
resources, water ecosystems and water uses. Information, teaching, continuous education are needed with an active input from 
water professionals and specialists. Science policy interaction, and more generally science society interaction are increasingly 
developed to use all the available knowledge and create the missing one, and to shape our future on shared views. The needed in-
novations are numerous and diversi� ed: generic technologies, generic methodologies and methods, regulations and procedures, 
institutional settings, ad-hoc on site solutions. They all need common e� orts involving the various stakeholders.

The European Water Association and its Members are happy to be able to contribute to these needed actions and e� orts, 
for the sake of sustainable development. It is an honour for me to chair EWA and to contribute to its development, with the 
help of our vice-president and president elect Pertti Seuna, our secretary general Johannes Lohaus, our team in Hennef and 
Brussels, our Management Committee and Council members, our instances and working groups, our experts. They should be 
all sincerely thanked for their time and energy. And we are all more than happy to welcome new contributions to our activities 
and new collaborations.
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The European Water Association (EWA) is an independent non-
governmental and non-pro� t making organisation promoting 
the sustainable and improved management of the total water 
cycle and hence the environment as a whole.

It is one of the major professional associations in Europe that 
covers the whole water cycle, wastewater as well as drinking 
water and water and wastewater treatment related wastes. 
With member associations from nearly all European Countries, 
EWA includes most of the current European Union Member Sta-
tes as well as Norway and Switzerland. Today, EWA consists of 
25 European leading professional organisations in their respec-
tive countries, each representing professionals and technicians 
for water and wastewater utilities, academics, consultants and 
contractors as well as a growing number of corporate mem-
ber � rms and enterprises. Thus EWA represents about 50,000 
professional individuals working in the broad � eld of water and 
environmental management.

The European Water Association (EWA) itself is also undergo-
ing change. In response to requests from our members, whilst 
maintaining our technical exchange role through high quality 
conferences, we are seeking to make a signi� cant contribution 
to the development and implementation of European Commu-
nity (EC) environmental policy and legislation.

Organisation and Structure 
The highest authority of the EWA is the Council – it has the 
executive power of decision. Each member association (25) 
is represented on the Council and these representatives 
meet annually to discuss and plan the activities of the asso-
ciation. The smaller Management Committee has the res-
ponsibility for developing policy and is in charge of the daily 
work of the association, supported by the Secretariat. The 
Association is represented by the President, who chairs the 
Council and the Management Committee. The Secretary 
General executes the day-to-day operations of the Association. 
In addition, Standing Committees and Working Groups support 
the work of the Association. Since 2008 the EWA structure has 
been extended. The new EWA o�  ce in Brussels has the aim to 
strengthen the connection between the EWA and the Euro-
pean Institutions and other Stakeholders.

The European Water Association
Clean Water for Europe
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EWA Secretariat
•Secretary General

EWA Secretariat
•Secretary General

Management CommitteeManagement Committee
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Office 
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Office 
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Members of the EWA Management Committee (MC) 
for the period May 2009 – June 2011 

President
Dr. Jean Philippe Torterotot 

Vice President
Prof. Pertti Seuna 

MC Member 
Dr. Werner Flögl

MC Member 
Prof. José Saldanha Matos

MC Member 
Károly Kovács

Honorary Treasurer 
Prof. Jörg Londong

Chair Woman of the 
“Editorial Committee” 
Prof. Helena Marecos do Monte

Chairman “European Technical 
and Scienti� c Committee” (ETSC)
Bojan Zmai�

Chairman 
“Corporate Members Group” (CMG)
Prof. Peter Matthews
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From the very beginning the Association has laid emphasis on 
the exchange of information and knowledge between profes-
sional experts. Through this exchange of knowledge, the EWA 
contributes to a sustainable water management: Safe water 
supply and the protection of water and the environment. This 
was achieved by the organisation of numerous conferences 
and workshops taking place all over Europe and covering a very 
broad range of water related topics such as European legislation 
(themed areas such as Water Framework Directive, Groundwa-
ter Directive, Sewage Sludge Directive etc.), technical questions 
like for example the signi� cance of small wastewater treatment 
plants in rural areas, or scienti� c conferences, like Waters in Pro-
tected Areas and other integrated approaches. The European 
Water Association organizes conferences and symposia at regu-
lar intervals, on events such as the International Trade Fair (IFAT 
ENTSORGA) in Munich, as well as its own annual EWA Brussels 
conference. An increase in the number of members from Central 
and Eastern Europe (accession countries), has raised the interest 
for events dealing with water protection issues.

However, not only conferences and the reports thereof 
were and are the output of the Association´s work, but also 
publications.

All this work is achieved through the di� erent Committees and 
Working Groups that were established and which are adapting 
their scope according to the needs. They are based on volunta-
ry work of experts coming from the di� erent National Member 
Associations and working together on various subjects of cur-
rent interest in the water and environmental � eld. 

The Editorial Committee (EdC)
The Editorial Committee’s (EdC) main assignment was the pro-
duction of the printed journal “European Water Management 
Online”. Its main task is now the coordination of the online jour-
nal “E-WAter” which is directly accessible via EWA’s homepage 
at www.ewa-online.eu at no extra cost. This online journal is 
o�  cially registered and has its own International Standard Se-
rial Number (ISSN). The committee also co-ordinates a further 
means of communication such as the monthly EWA newsletter 
distributed to water experts and EWA members.

European Policy Committee (EPC)
The committee follows the work of the European Commission 
and arranges regular meetings with o�  cials in the Commissi-
on, responsible for activities of relevance to water manage-
ment. The committee gives comments and advice to o�  cial 
European institutions on behalf of its members. The EWA is 
attending meetings of the Strategic Co-ordination Group un-
der the WFD Common Implementation Strategy. Furthermore 
the EWA is in close contact with other European associations 
and institutions. 

The objectives and responsibilities of the European Policy Com-
mittee (EPC), under the guidance of the governing bodies of 
the European Water Association, and within its rules of proce-
dure, are the following:

• Organise and coordinate relationships of EWA with Euro-
pean level bodies, and especially with bodies of the Euro-
pean Union;

• Facilitate and create the necessary and useful � ows of infor-
mation amongst the persons and groups representing EWA 
towards European level bodies, as well as between the for-
mer and the National Associations (NA), members of EWA;

• Identify emerging topics and important trends in water re-
lated European policies and issues, which are of interest to 
EWA and its members, in order to allow EWA to anticipate 
future changes and to contribute e�  ciently to European po-
licy development;

• In consequence, and in conjunction with the European Tech-
nical and Scienti� c Committee (ETSC), propose the evoluti-
on of thematic activities and actions of EWA.

European Technical and Scienti� c Committee (ETSC)
The ETSC provides a focal point for communication and co-ope-
ration between European practitioners and researchers con-
cerned. Under the ETSC several working groups are organised. 
These working groups are installed according to the needs of 
the association. Currently there are working groups on: Climate 
Change, Groundwater and Sustainable Flood Management. The 
work results in technical and scienti� c papers and documents. 

The committee is also responsible for the organisation and spon-
sorship of workshops, seminars, conferences and symposia. 

The Network of Experts
Although the working groups already present a focal point 
for the exchange of information, they only involve a limited 
number of persons out of the approximately 50,000 members 
assembled in the EWA National Member Associations. Additio-
nally, the working groups cover mainly speci� c topics.

The EWA Standing Committees
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Individual Members of the Professional Association will be ex-
pected to use their in� uence to the fullest extent and to be-
have at the best of their ability to maintain a sustainable envi-
ronment in the following way:

• Ensure that the use of environmental resources is fair and 
equitable and sustainable and takes account of the needs of 
a diverse environment.

• Never knowingly or deliberately over-exploit environmental 
resources. 

• Never knowingly or deliberately cause the environment to be 
damaged or nuisance to be created by the discharge of unac-
ceptable quantities of any substance or energy in any form.

• Recognise that in contributing to the provision of environ-
mental services they provide an important contribution to 
human well-being. 

• Ensure that the uses of the environment do it no harm or to 
the life within it and wherever possible enhance it. 

• Embrace the needs of the community. 

• Promote the concepts of integration of the management of 
the wider environment. 

• Use their wisdom in serving the community and constantly 
strive to learn more. 

• Serve as an example to others for responsible environmen-
tal behaviour. 

• Never engage in corrupt practice and maintain a high 
standard of professional behaviour which will serve as an 
example to others.

This prestigious medal is awarded every two years to an indi-
vidual of a member country of the EWA and is presented by 
the President of the EWA on the occasion of the EWA Sympo-
sium held in conjunction with the IFAT ENTSORGA event. This 
Award, donated by IFAT ENTSORGA, the international trade fair 
for Water, Sewage, Waste and Raw Materials Management, 
which is organised by the Messe München International, has 
been adopted by the European Water Association. The recipi-
ent is awarded in recognition of his or her outstanding contri-
bution in applied technical development in the � eld of sewage 
and waste treatment and disposal. 

The award consists of a gold medal, a certi� cate plus cash 
amounting to a total value of € 8,000. The medal bears the por-
trait of William Dunbar on one side and on the other the logos 
of the EWA and IFAT ENTSORGA.

EWA Code of Ethics EWA Award – The William Dunbar Medal

William Dunbar Medal – Award Winners

Year Award Winner Country

1975 Dr. A. L. Downing UK

1978 Dr. Ir. Aale Pasveer NL

1981 Prof. Dr. sc. nat. E.A. Thomas CH

1984 Herbert A. Hawkes UK

1987 Prof. Dr.-Ing. Wilhelm von der Emde AT

1990 em. o. Prof. Dr.-Ing. habil. Franz Pöpel DE

1993 Geo� rey Ashworth Truesdale UK

1996 Prof. Dr.-Ing. E.h. Klaus R. Imho� DE

1999 Prof. Mogens Henze DK

2002 Prof. Dr.-Ing. Rolf Kayser DE

2005 o. Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Dr. techn. Helmut Kroiss AT

2008 Prof. MSc, PhD, DSc Ji�í Wanner CZ

2010 Prof. OBE, PHD, FCIWEM, CWEM, 
CEnv Peter Matthews

UK

1_Impressum.indd   9 10.08.2010   10:24:50



EWA Yearbook 2010/2011

10

Where are we now with the implementation of the WFD 10 
years after adoption? How did river basin management a� ect 
the water governance in Member States? What are the limits 
of such an approach?
One of the biggest successes of the Water Framework Direc-
tive was the decision in 2000 by the International Commission 
for the Protection of the Danube River to implement jointly 
the Water Framework Directive although, at the time, 12 out of 
14 Riparian States were not members of the EU and although 
a number of them had recently been at war with each other, in 
the wake of the break-up of the Yugoslavian Federation. This 
has helped bring water management forward in these coun-
tries and has helped some of them to prepare for EU member-
ship. This is a practical demonstration of how the need to co-
operate on the management of a vital, joint resource can be a 
federating force, if given the chance.

Out of the 27 EU Member States, 14 have by the end of April 
reported that they have adopted the River Basin Management 
Plans, while another 5 have informed that they expect to do 
so within a relatively short timeframe. 9 Member States repre-
senting a third of the Member States but only 18 % of the EU 
population are clearly lagging behind and have not yet laun-
ched the necessary public consultations. So, clearly, the Direc-
tive has had a very signi� cant impact although the delays are a 
cause for concern. And it is of course a particular concern that 
most of the delays have been incurred by Mediterranean Sta-
tes, some of whom have serious problems of matching demand 
with water availability – I think it needs no further explanation 
that in such situations one needs to take particular care that 
the water one has is of good quality.

The Directive is the European version of Integrated Water Re-
sources Management. In view of the magnitude of the task, 
The European Parliament and the EU Council of Ministers provi-
ded a generous timetable for the Member States’ implementa-
tion of the very signi� cant governance reforms required by the 
Directive and to achieve its ambitious targets for water quality. 
The deadline for achieving the targets was set to the year 2015 
while the � rst set of River Basin Management Plans were requi-
red for the end of 2009.

I think it is important not to underestimate the size of the chal-
lenge. The Directive has transformed water management from 
being a purely scienti� c and technical subject for engineers and 
scientists bringing it to the forefront of political attention. It 
did so by requiring Member States to introduce a whole series 
of important changes in water governance, including – just to 
mention a few - using hydrological basins as the basic manage-
ment units, across administrative and national boundaries, es-
tablishment of basin authorities and River Basin Management 
Plans for each River Basin District, cooperation with and bet-
ween stakeholders and extensive public information and con-
sultations, full transparency and application of economic analy-
sis and of the polluter pays principle through water pricing and 
full cost recovery. 

I can tell you that water managers from third countries are 
envious of the Water Framework Directive. They come to visit 
us and learn about the Water Framework Directive – whether 

they are from non European OECD countries such as the USA 
or from emerging economies such as China, India or Brazil – 
and they all tell us how lucky we are to have such an instru-
ment at our disposal.  

As a conclusion at this stage, I can say that, clearly, the expe-
rience so far is that the approach is working and has trans-
formed water management in what is by far most of Europe. 
However, we will have to wait until the end of the � rst policy 
cycle in 2015 when the targets are meant to be attained be-
fore we can assess the e� ectiveness of the Directive and the 
limits are of the approach.

What are the lessons learned in the � eld? By the Commission? 
By the Member States?
One of the most important lessons is that the need to work to-
gether does not stop with the adoption of an EU Directive. The 
establishment of a Common Implementation Strategy (CIS) for 
the Directive where Member States, the Commission and sta-
keholders have been able to thrash out implementation prob-
lems encountered in the application of the Directive over the 
years has clearly meant that we have been able to sort out and 
� nd solutions to a large number of issues which might other-
wise lead to a signi� cant number of infringement procedures. 
While the CIS cannot remove all infringement procedures, it 
can certainly help avoiding those that are not necessary. In ad-
dition to providing regular opportunities for exchange of views 
at meetings, workshops and conferences it has allowed for the 
adoption of so far 24 comprehensive guidance documents ag-
reed by Member States’ Water Directors on issues as diverse as 
the classi� cation of the ecological status of waters and on river 
basin management planning in a changing climate. I am sure 
that my views on the CIS are shared by Member States.

An example of the positive outcome of such an approach is 
the agreement between the International Commission for the 
Protection of the Danube River and that for navigation on the 
Danube River of a joint statement on inland navigation and 
environmental sustainability on the Danube. This statement 
is an example of supporting the integration of the objectives 
of the Directive into economic developments by positive and 
fruitful cooperation. 

Another important lesson is that our system of basic measures 
required by the Directive to be implemented everywhere has 
facilitated the task of devising and adopting River Basin Ma-
nagement Plans across the EU. Take urban waste water as an 
example: The fact that we have a Directive in place with clear 
requirements to the treatment of urban waste water dischar-
ges has meant that most Member States have dealt with the 
impacts of these discharges and can concentrate on solving all 
the other issues. And for less wealthy Member States that have 
recently joined the EU there are clear timetables in place and 
possibilities for � nancial support from the EU’s cohesion funds. 
What we hear from our foreign visitors is that most of the rest 
of the world is still struggling with this issue. 

Interview with Peter Gammeltoft of DG ENV
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The Commission is now preparing a report to the European 
Parliament and the Council on Member States’ reviewing Mem-
ber States’ implementation of the Directive, to be presented in 
2012. We will make an in-depth analysis of the 170 or so River 
Basin Management Plans which have been or will be reported 
to the Commission. This report will focus on how well Member 
States have implemented the basic substantial and governance 
requirements of the Directive and the extent to which, at nati-
onal and EU level, synergies with other policies have been suf-
� ciently exploited. 

What are the next implementation steps with WFD and its 
Daughter Directives?
While 2009 was the year of adoption of the River Basin Ma-
nagement Plans, 2012 is the year by which Member States need 
to ensure that the Programmes of Measures are fully opera-
tional. There is only a three-year window and Member States 
therefore need to start already now so that the deadline can 
be respected. These are the measures that should deliver the 
environmental targets by 2015 at the latest.

Many of these measures will require � nancing and some of 
them would not happen without support from national or EU 
funds. We have already touched on urban waste water, but 
another sector that comes to mind is agriculture. Agriculture 
puts major pressure on water resources, both in terms of wa-
ter demand and in terms of pollution of water resources. It will 
be necessary for Member States to ensure the mobilisation of 
support for measures required for the implementation of the 
Water Framework Directive in their Rural Development Pro-
grammes. The 2008 Health Check of the EU Common Agricul-
tural Policy ensured through the so-called “modulation” that 
signi� cant funds were moved from income support to the Ru-
ral Development Funds and identi� ed water as a priority issue 
for use of this additional funding – the ball is now in the court 
of the Member States who must ensure that funding for the 
agricultural Water Framework Directive measures is provided.  

Similarly, measures in other sectors such as energy and trans-
port may require support in order to materialise and Member 
States may need to ensure that necessary funding is available 
from national funds or EU structural funds. 
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What are the next policy developments (river morphology, 
water scarcity, climate change, CAP reform)?
Commissoner Potocnik has announced that he will be propo-
sing a “Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s waters”.

The Commission’s White Paper on Adaptation to Climate 
Change highlighted that changes in the water cycle caused 
by climate change combined with the impacts of economic 
growth and changes in land use are expected to drive many of 
the undesirable impacts of climate change and to cause risks to 
the safety and health of people and property and losses or dis-
ruption in a number of sectors of the economy. And although 
Europe may be less a� ected than some other regions, it is ne-
vertheless likely to be signi� cantly a� ected. Europe is already 
increasingly vulnerable to � oods; water scarcity is already a si-
gni� cant factor in large parts of Southern Europe as well as in 
densely populated parts of Northern Europe, and it is projected 
to spread to other parts of Europe. 

The Blueprint will therefore be designed to provide Europe with 
the water security it needs and address the combined challenge 
of using water e�  ciently, balancing water demand with water 
availability and of ensuring good quality water resources and 
aquatic ecosystems in Europe, capable of providing ecosystem 
services that contribute to the health and safety of Europeans 
and to our food supply and economic prosperity in the years to 
come. It will include a review of the potential contribution of 
“green infrastructure” to reaching these objectives.

It will build on the results of the review of the implementation 
of the Water Framework Directive and the review of the policy 
on water scarcity and droughts. 

It will contain proposals that will improve implementation, 
deliver improved water e�  ciency in Europe, and ensure the 
balance between water demand and water availability. It will 
therefore provide a very signi� cant element of the resource ef-
� ciency component of the EU2020 strategy. 

As it is policies other than environment that drive the pressures 
on water resources, the issue of integration into other policies 
such as agriculture, energy, industry, land use, research and 
transport and ensuring their active contribution to its objecti-
ves will have to be a key issue for the Blueprint. 

Which factors do you see as critical for successful implementa-
tion of WFD? What kind of expertise is mostly needed?
As I already mentioned, a decisive positive contribution from 
non-environmental policies is a conditio sine qua non for suc-
cessful implementation of the Directive. But there are also fac-
tors which are “internal” to the Directive such as making water 
pricing work and giving a real incentive for all users to use wa-
ter e�  ciently. Finally, there are of course a series of scienti� c 
and technical issues that still need to be solved.

In terms of expertise, it is therefore – in addition the traditional 
scienti� c and technical expertise – also increasingly economic 
expertise and expertise in other policy areas, including land use 
and land management, that is urgently needed. And it is abo-
ve all the joint application of the di� erent kinds of expertise in 
an interdisciplinary context that is needed and where the real 
breakthroughs can be made.

How do you see the role of professional organizations like 
EWA? What are your expectations to the EWA?
Organisations such as the EWA have an important role as sta-
keholders by providing independent scienti� c and technical 
knowledge and experience in their area of expertise available 
to the political and administrative decision makers. They have a 
very important civic role to play and can give valuable contribu-
tions to policy making and to implementation. Solutions to wa-
ter policy questions must not only be politically savvy, legally 
solid and interesting for economic stakeholders, but they must 
also be technically and scienti� cally sound and take full account 
of the needs of the environment. 

The EWA has given valuable contributions in the past and I 
would hope it would continue to do so. With the challenges 
ahead of us we will really need � rst class advice.

Peter Gammeltoft is Head of Unit, 
Unit D.1: “Water” DG Environ-
ment, European Commission. In 
2006, he was a member of the Wa-
ter Unit at the DG Environment. 
From 1998 to 2005 Mr. Gam-
meltoft worked in the Clean Air 
and Transport Unit, after being in 
the Water Unit from 1991 to 1997. 

His responsibilities include: Water Framework Directive, 
Groundwater, Chemicals in Water, Floods Directive, Water 
Scarcity and Droughts, Water and environmental resources 
vulnerability.
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Dear reader,
When talking about sustainable water management in the fu-
ture we should � rst take a look on the present situation in the 
year 2010. One thing is already clear: Preconditions in Europe 
have changed.

1 – Changes in Europe on an environmental level
The impacts of climate change alter the amount of precipitation 
in Europe. In some areas more water and even too much water 
can be expected. Others, however, will increasingly experience 
situations of water stress. A sustainable water management 
will have to � nd a solution for both extremes: Floods and water 
scarcity, both of them being natural disasters of wide scope.

Putting the right instruments in place will not be an easy task. 
Unlike temperature rise through climate change, changes in 
average rainfall cannot be determined precisely.

2 – Socio-economic changes in Europe impacting on the water 
sector

Secondly, there have been socio-economic changes. The con-
sumption patterns in � elds such as individual households, agri-
culture, industry and land use planning di� er from those exis-
ting when EU water legislation started in the seventies of the 
last century. Especially in the energy sector the water demand 
will increase should some member states pursue their plans to 
expand nuclear power and thermal power, since the need for 
cooling water will augment. 

3 – Evolution of the legal frame for water in the EU
Lastly, in the past decades there has been a remarkable evoluti-
on of a legal frame for water in the EU. The European Union has 
achieved a lot so far in the � eld of water protection. As early as 
1976, at a time when environmental issues were not yet on top 
of political agendas, the EU took measures to provide for high 
quality standards for Bathing Water. Other water protection re-
gulation followed, as for example the Drinking Water Directive 
or the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.

Another cornerstone of modern European water policy is the 
Floods Directive. 

The biggest step, however, was the establishment of the Water 
Framework Directive in the year 2000. By including not only sur-
face waters, but also ground water bodies and river basins, the 
delicate balance of the water system was taken into account. 
The public participation principle ensures a successful imple-
mentation of the directive. Water pricing will help to create 
more awareness regarding water scarcity on the one hand, and 
will enable all players in European water management to keep 
up and improve water networks on the other hand.

In the year 2009 the River Basin Management Plans should 
have been � nalised.

4 – Looking to the near future
 The Drinking Water Directive will be revised by end of 2010. 
Furthermore, the year 2012 will be crucial for water issues. First-
ly, I would like to mention the review of the EU´s water scarcity 
and drought action. Then, there will be a „climate review“ of 
all EU water policy that was already announced as one priori-
ty area during Barroso II Commission. Finally, a report on the 
progresses made with the implementation of the Water Frame-
work Directive will be presented. Recently, DG ENV announced 
in their work programme that there might be a proposal for 
water e�  ciency in buildings.

With these water issues in the pipeline, the work on this most 
important topic will not stop in the near future. Meanwhile, - 
inter alia - I am trying to raise awareness for water e�  ciency 
through the Parliamentary Intergroup WATER, which I establis-
hed at the beginning of this legislative period. In order to ensu-
re a sound implementation of all water legislature, decision ma-
kers, stakeholders and the citizens will need to work together.

Views from a Member of the European Parliament about the past, 
the present and the future of the EU Water Policy.

MEP Dr. Richard Seeber was elected as Member of the European Parliament in June 2004 
and was re-elected in 2009. Richard Seeber was also elected to be co-coordinator for the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety.

In his work he specially focuses on the topic of water. In January 2010 he was appointed 
as the chairman of the new Intergroup on Water at the European Parliament. This forum 
brings together MEPs, EC Commission o�  cials and stakeholders representatives to develop 
thinking on water issues.

Further key elements of Richard Seeber’s work are environmental protection, air quality and 
mountainous regions.
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A New Brussels Scene
After the European Parliament was elected in June 2009 and 
the Lisbon Treaty came into force in November 2009, the EU 
institutions have been reorganised and became fully operatio-
nal at the beginning of year 2010 when key players took o�  ce: 
Mr. Herman van Rompuy as president of the EU Council, Ms 
Catherine Ashton as High Representative of the Union for For-
eign A� airs and Security Policy and the new team of European 
Commissioners headed by Mr. José Manuel Barroso. 

From December 2009, signi� cant changes on EU policies have 
been introduced under the Lisbon Treaty: the right of petition 
for citizens; a more prominent role to the European Parliament 
(in liaison with national parliaments); amended voting arrange-
ments in the Council of Ministers (double majority instead of 
unanimity); clearer de� nition of legal power delegated to the 
Commission on technical matters (i.e. comitology); special tre-
aty infringement procedure for non-communication of imple-
menting measures.

Within the new Commission, competencies have been 
reshu�  ed between the Directorates-General. Compared to 
the previous situation, climate topics have been transferred 
to a newly created DG Climate Action, and topics concerning 
Civil Protection (including � oods) have been transferred to DG 
ECHO (Humanitarian Aid). Climate change adaptation in the 
water sector remains however in the remit of DG Environment.

10 Year Anniversary of WFD 
The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is the largest piece of EC 
water regulation. It took 12 years to reach an agreement since 
a Water Policy ministerial seminar in Frankfurt in 1988 highligh-
ted the need for Community legislation covering ecological 
quality. The WFD adoption in 2000 triggered the development 
of daughter directives and the revision of some previous sec-
toral directives. In addition, new directives were developed on 
� oods and marine a� airs. 

As a result, the EU water legislation today constitutes a coher-
ent and mature package. No signi� cant amendment to it is to-
day on the policy agenda. 

Nowadays, emphasis is clearly placed on the implementation 
of all this legislation. On March 22, 2010, Member States were 
due to report to the European Commission on the River Basin 
Management Plans (RBMP). The plans bring together all water 
actors in order to agree on the supplementary measures requi-
red to achieve the objective of “good water status” by 2015. 
As such, these plans are an outstanding milestone as they are 
really aimed at translating commitments into practice. 

This is, unsurprisingly, a huge challenge. The di�  culties (resto-
ration of river morphology, di� use pollution, costs recovery, 
etc) are widely shared across Europe. Transboundary coopera-
tion is requested in a majority of cases. Even if it is dubious that 
the WFD’s goals will be achieved by 2015, there are certainly 
many lessons to be learned from this � rst planning cycle. The 
assessment of plans goes further than just a compliance check. 
Therefore, a lot of attention will be drawn upon the report that 
the European Commission will present on RBMP to the Council 
and to the European Parliament in 2012. 

In the meantime, the activities under the Common Implemen-
tation Strategy (CIS) are going on. For the next period 2010-12, 
this forum has been structured into:

• 5 permanent working groups 
(Ecological Status, Groundwater, Floods, Reporting and 
Chemical Aspects), 

• 3 temporary expert groups 
(Climate Change, Water Scarcity and Agriculture),

• And several ad-hoc activities 
(Biodiversity, WFD Economics, etc.). 

Outlook on the Water Policy Issues in Brussels
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The EU Blueprint to Safeguard the EU Waters
Parallel to the RBMP reporting process, the European Commis-
sion is also developing two strategy initiatives on water that 
have started in 2010 and are to be � nalized in 2012: 

• The review of strategy on Water Scarcity and Droughts ai-
med at achieving a drought resilient society and at imple-
menting demand management in order to provide water for 
all essential uses even under aggravated climatic conditions. 
In this context, consideration is given to measures related 
to water e�  ciency (supply infrastructure, building, agricul-
ture), better planning (integration in RBMP, drought risks 
management, land-use), European Drought Observatory, 
alternative sources of supply, water footprint of products, 
ecolabel, green procurement, etc.

• Review in the water sector will be based on a vulnerability 
assessment which will consider a wide range of scenarios. It 
will also conduct a survey of possible adaptation measures 
to be considered on mid term (2020, 2030) and long term 
(2050 or further).

The conjunction of all these developments was presented as 
the “EU Blueprint to safeguard the EU waters” by the new En-
vironment Commissioner on Environment, Mr Janez Poto	nik, 
during his hearings at the European Parliament in January 2010.

Environmental Integration 
E� ective coordination of the water sectors with other environ-
mental sectors is ensured at EU level via a series of instruments: 

• The Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and the Birds Directive 
79/409/EEC (codi� ed as Directive 2009/147/EC)

• the Integrated Pollution Prevention Control Directive 96/61/EC 
(codi� ed as Directive 2008/1/EC) which is now under revision.

• the Chemicals legislation (Pesticides, REACH, etc.)

As it is a matter of direct concern for the water sectors, the 
European Commission is working on the proposed Soil Frame-
work Directives and the revision of the Directive on sludge reco-
very in agriculture (adopted in 1986). Despite many attempts, 
it has not been possible to hammer out a political agreement 
with member States. It could be that a totally new approach 
needs to be developed. 

Water: an Issue of Concerns in non-Environmental Sectors
Agriculture remains a major actor for both qualitative (pesti-
cides, nutrient) and quantitative (irrigation) water manage-
ment. Some progress towards better integration (i.e. the cross 
compliance mechanism and rural development regulation) has 
been achieved under the current Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) but this is far from enough. The trouble is how to fund 
the agricultural measures requested to reach the WFD objecti-
ves. At the same time the agricultural sector (especially in Sou-
thern Member States) is increasingly acknowledging the value 
of water as a key factor of production. This situation will have 
to be resolved by the next CAP programming period that will 
start in 2014. Several goals must be combined: to ensure the 
worldwide food security, to generate fair incomes to farmers, 
and to use natural resources in a most e�  cient way. 

Other sectors holding signi� cant water stakes are on the policy 
agenda for the next years: 

• The organization of Services of General Interest 

• The next programming period of EU Structural Funds

• The preparation of the next Research Program FP8 

•  The development aid policy and the millennium development 
goals

The “Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth” is under preparation and will replace the Lisbon Treaty. 
It is considered, amongst other measures, to encourage inno-
vation and green growth. It is unclear how the water sector will 
be a� ected in practice but it does not mean that there is no 
opportunity for water business development.

The Way Forward 
For the coming years, water will be high on the EU policy agen-
da but the situation has changed. The point is not decide what 
to do (the WFD has set ambitious and mandatory objectives) 
but well to understand how to do it, to engage all the stakehol-
ders into the process and to mobilize enough funding. 

This obviously calls for innovative approaches not only to int-
roduce new technologies but also to reorganise the water ma-
nagement system. The cost recovery principle enshrined into 
the WFD may lead to signi� cant changes in this respect. 

The value of this learning process should be appreciated at the 
light of tight time table since the programs of measures have to 
be made fully operational by 2012 while the preparation of the 
second WFD planning cycle (i.e. the so-called article 5 analysis) 
will start as early as in 2013.

In this context, it is excellent news that the European Parlia-
ment has appointed an intergroup on water. It will help to raise 
awareness on the need to invest more e� orts in the water sec-
tor. Professional associations as EWA, which is fairly represen-
tative of the community of actors involved in water manage-
ment, have a key role to play in bringing up the information 
and, thus, closing the implementation loop. 

Mr. Frédéric de Hemptinne is 
Head of External Relations at 
EWA Brussels o�  ce, 4 Rue de 
la Presse 4, B-1000 Brussels. He 
works as EWA representative 
and liaison o�  cer to the EU inst-
ructions and stakeholders. He re-
gularly reports on EU policy news 
and assists the working group 
chairmen in building positions.
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Introduction
Pluvial Flooding is caused by extreme rainfall and is characte-
rised by overland � ow and ponding, often in areas which were 
never expected to be at risk of � ooding. This can give rise to 
major damage particularly in urban areas. This was the case in 
the Summer 2007 � oods in England which caused over 3 billi-
on Euros of damage. Major pluvial events have also occurred 
in Ireland and Scotland and instances of major damage and risk 
of fatalities due to pluvial � ooding also appear to be increasing 
in other parts of Europe. Climate change is likely to exacerbate 
the likelihood of extreme rainfall events and hence the risk of 
both Pluvial Flooding and also Flash Flooding from rivers.

To better understand this type of � ooding and the risk invol-
ved, EWA organised an Expert Meeting on Pluvial Flooding on 
28 October 2009 to gather views and experience on the signi-
� cance of pluvial � ood risks across Europe and to assess how 
these risks can be managed through the implementation of the 
Floods Directive. The report of this meeting was recently pre-
sented at a meeting of EC Working Group F Floods which advi-
ses on implementation issues arising from the Floods Directive.

There are growing concerns that pluvial � oods risks across Eu-
rope may not be fully recognised or addressed when Prelimina-
ry Flood Risk Assessment (under Article 4 of the Floods Direc-
tive, 2007/60/EC) is undertaken. The characteristics of pluvial 
� ooding need to be considered so that there is a common un-
derstanding, and the underlying mechanisms highlighted and 
examined in conjunction with other types of � ooding. 

While there are some simple methodologies available to per-
form the preliminary risk assessment of pluvial � ooding, ac-
cessing and understanding relevant data is also an important 
factor in risk assessment. In this context, local authorities have 
an important role to play working in conjunction with national 
strategic authorities. Pluvial � ood risk assessment must also 
take into account the impact of climate change - damage and 
disruption from pluvial � ooding could increase considerably, 
particularly in urban areas, and there could be an increasing 
risk to life.

A primary aim of the EWA expert meeting held in 2009 was to 
take stock of the importance and relevance of pluvial � oods 
across Europe and identify issues that can be further develo-
ped at a Working Group F workshop on Flash Floods and Pluvial 
Flooding in Sardinia in May 2010. 

The main themes considered by the Expert meeting were:

• Characteristics and Understanding of Relevant Processes.

• Identifying the Problem: Extent of Pluvial Flood Risk across 
Europe – Current and Future.

• Approaches to Mapping and Risk Assessment.

• Potential Mitigation Measures.

• Current and Future Research and Guidance.

Participants comprised Member State representation and 
invited experts involved in pluvial � ooding and urban � ood 
management and included delegates from Italy, Hungary, Po-
land, Netherlands, Ireland, Portugal, Spain, UK, the European 
Commission, the EC Joint Research Centre and EWA. The draft 
report was also reviewed by relevant experts from France Ger-
many and Sweden.

Characteristics of Pluvial Floods
Under this topic, participants discussed the need for a common 
understanding of the characteristics of pluvial � ooding. Pluvial 
� ooding is a key component of surface water � ooding which 
includes � ooding from sewers, drains, small watercourses and 
ditches that occurs during heavy rainfall particularly in urban 
areas. It also includes groundwater � ooding. The following de-
scription of Pluvial Flooding was proposed by the meeting:

Pluvial Flooding is � ooding as a result of heavy rainfall when 
water, which does not in� ltrate into the ground, ponds in na-
tural or arti� cial hollows or � ows over the ground as overland 
� ow, before it enters a natural or man-made drainage system or 
watercourse ...... or when it cannot enter because the system is 
already full to capacity. Usually associated with short duration 
high intensity rainfall but can also occur with lower intensity 
rainfall over longer periods, or melting snow, and can be worse 
when the ground is saturated, frozen, compacted, developed 
or otherwise has low permeability. High velocity overland � ow 
and deep ponding pose a particular hazard. 

Pluvial Flooding in Europe – an Emerging Challenge!

Ronnie Falconer
Chairman of the EWA Sustainable Flood Management Group
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It was also noted that � ash � ooding resulting from same type 
of extreme rainfall can be distinguished from pluvial � ooding as 
� ash � ooding arises from a river or watercourse whereas plu-
vial � ooding is mainly before the runo�  reaches a river or drai-
nage system (surface or sub-surface). Participants agreed that 
the two types of � oods can be hard to distinguish and they can 
occur at the same time. Better understanding of these interac-
tions is important to disentangle the di� erent types of � ooding 
and this can be important in developing appropriate solutions. 

The table below summarises the factors and processes that 
characterise pluvial � ooding or can in� uence the severity of 
pluvial � ooding. 

Rainfall

• intensity thresholds important for forecasting

• spatial extent (can be very localised or high intensity rainfall 
cell within much wider event)

• storm movement (direction and speed)

• climate change (potentially 30 % increase or more in peak 
rainfall intensity by 2100)

Topography and infrastructure 

• important to identify surface water � owpaths and areas of 
ponding 

• steepness (high velocity surface � ows could be a risk to life)

• road or rail embankments can be barriers to surface � ow 
and cause deep ponding

• road or rail underpasses may be vulnerable

Permeability of underlying ground and antecedent soil conditions 

• relevant to runo�  threshold 

• can a� ect rate of dissipation.

• wetness of the ground a factor

• frozen ground can lead to rapid runo�  

Surface and underground drainage capacity 

• often totally overwhelmed 

• can in� uence drawdown

• can also contribute to surface water � ooding 

• dynamic exchange can occur between above and below 
ground systems

• tide-locking can exacerbate

Doorway threshold levels 

• can be a critical factor especially if at or below ground level

• access ramps to below ground areas may be particularly 
vulnerable

• basement � ats vulnerable and could be a risk to life if 
adjacent to a � owpath or within a ponding area

Sensitivity of Land Use 

• can in� uence permeability 

• can signi� cantly in� uence damage consequences

Interaction with other types of � ooding 

• � uvial � ooding

• � ash � ooding from watercourses

• tidal � ooding

• sewer � ooding

• groundwater � ooding

The importance of all these elements was recognised by the 
participants.

Degree of General Concern Across Europe 
To date Western Europe appears to have been more a� ected 
by major pluvial � ooding with recent � oods in Ireland, England 
and Scotland being notable examples. However, participants 
were of opinion that conditions for pluvial � ooding can happen 
anywhere across Europe at any time. All European countries are 
likely to have a pluvial � ood risk to a greater or lesser degree.  

In some Member States, however, pluvial � ooding falls entirely 
within the remit of local authorities (especially as they usually 
deal with the capacity of drainage infrastructure in urban are-
as). This may make it di�  cult to assess the signi� cance of the 
phenomenon at national level. However those present were 
� rmly of the view that pluvial � ooding is an issue that should be 
of concern right across Europe. 
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Climate Change Impact 
Climate change is very likely to exacerbate the risk of pluvial 
� ooding. In this context, assessing the likely variations in pro-
jected rainfall intensity across Europe due to climate change 
would be very useful. Models tend to indicate that the average 
runo�  will increase in Northern Europe and will decrease in 
Southern Europe. For the latter however, this does not mean 
that the frequency of extreme rainfall events will decrease. 

It was also suggested that there is some evidence to indicate 
that increase in rainfall is not necessarily directly proportional 
to increased risk of pluvial � ooding. Even a moderate increase in 
rainfall could result in a very signi� cant increase in pluvial � ood 
events and risk.  It was also noted that increasing pluvial � ood 
risks are not driven only by climate change but also by enhanced 
vulnerability and land use change, especially in urban areas.

Pluvial Flood Mapping 
Participants were of the view that even mapping based on 
preliminary broad scale screening using simple methods could, 
when considered with any available records and observations 
of pluvial � ooding, provide evidence on which to base an as-
sessment of the likely signi� cance of pluvial � ooding in compa-
rison with other types of � ooding. Such techniques are current-
ly available and can be applied on a national basis. 

It was recognised that pluvial � oods may often go unnoticed in 
comparison with river � oods as they can often be very localised 
and they can be masked by river (or tidal) � ooding or sewer 
� ooding if this occurs at the same time. However, some recent 
studies suggest that potential damages associated with pluvial 
� ooding can in some areas be of a similar order to those associ-
ated with river � ooding. 

Participants agreed that a top-down risk based approach is a 
principle that should generally be applied. It means underta-
king � rst high level analysis with simple methods and historic 
data to screen areas which may be at greater risk and, after-
wards, undertaking more detailed analysis for areas identi� ed 
as likely to have a signi� cant risk. At all stages, site inspections 
can prove to be valuable for veri� cation, risk assessment and 
to understand � ood mechanisms which will assist in identifying 
appropriate mitigation measures. 

It was acknowledged that data on observed incidents of pluvial 
� ooding is very valuable and should be used as much as possib-
le together with mapping methods. The active participation of 
local authorities is considered important in assessing the level 
of risk.

Potential Mitigation Measures
Types of mitigation measure were broadly classi� ed under 
three categories:

• Improved conveyance 

• Source control and overland � ow routing/storage

• Resistance, resilience and non-structural measures

Those present agreed that 
the solution often rests in 
identifying a mix of several 
mitigation measures. This 
can be far easier for new de-
velopment than for retro� t-
ting existing infrastructure. 
Because of climate change 
uncertainty there is an ob-
vious need to favour adap-
table measures and also to 
rethink approaches to urban 
design. This requires e� ec-
tive collaboration between 

engineers, architects and urban planners. 

Much guidance is being developed across Europe and it was 
agreed that it would be helpful to gather good practices and 
examples which could be referred to. These should also cover 
land planning control measures. 

The importance of public consultation at local level was empha-
sised in this context. National legislation may also help to resol-
ve planning issues and provide the tools to incentivise people’s 
behaviour to contribute to sustainable but safe measures. In 
addition, education is also necessary to raise public awareness 
and should be supported by appropriate material. At the same 
time, it has to be made clear that it is not possible to defend 
against every risk – the issue is one of risk management. 
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Current and Future Research and Guidance
A number of current research initiatives relevant to pluvial � oo-
ding were reviewed as background to consideration of needs 
for further research and guidance. These included the Euro-
pean IMPRINTS project http://www.imprintsfp7.eu, the INTER-
REG IVB FloodResilienCity project http://www.� oodresiliencity.
eu and the Tisza River Basin project in Hungary. 

Participants emphasised the importance of data collection. It 
was also felt that there is a need for awareness raising about 
pluvial � ood problems.

It was considered that issues for further research and guidance 
should be given further consideration at the Workshop on 
Flash Floods and Pluvial Flooding in Sardinia and speci� cally 
identi� ed as a planned outcome from the workshop.

Concluding Outcome
The meeting concluded that pluvial � ooding is a topic which 
needs to be explored in more detail. It will be further addressed 
at the Workshop on Flash Floods and Pluvial Flooding organised 
by Italy as a EU member state in Cagliari, Sardinia on 26-28 May 
2010. The topic will also be considered further by EC Working 
Group F. In order clarify the relative importance of this issue ac-
ross Europe, a questionnaire is also being circulated to Member 
States. Results will be reviewed at the Workshop in Sardinia and 
the primary aim will be to identify needs for further guidance and 
research on this emerging � ood risk challenge.

Ronnie Falconer
As a Senior Consultant with Jacobs Mr. Falconer has 35 years experience in � ood risk ma-
nagement. He is a Member of the Scottish Government Flood Risk Assessment Group and 
European Water Association (EWA) representative on EC Working Group F on the imple-
mentation of the Floods Directive. He is also a Member of the EWA European Technical and 
Scienti� c Committee. He sits on the steering group for the NERC Flood Risk from Extreme 
Events (FREE) research programme. His project management experience includes major UK 
and international water and environmental management projects including development 
of a � ood forecasting and � ood warning system for the state of Andhra Pradesh in India 
and the Perth Flood Alleviation Scheme the largest � ood mitigation scheme in Scotland at 
the time of construction.
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Water is arguably the primary vector through which the impact 
of climate change will be felt by societies across the world. 
Therefore, to a large degree, successful climate change adapta-
tion will be through successful water management.

This paper outlines how European Member States are being 
guided to integrate climate change adaptation into their river 
basin management planning.

The relationship between water and climate change in Europe
European water bodies have been impacted by centuries of 
manmade pressures including abstraction, direct discharge of 
pollutants, � ood risk management, hydropower, and the conse-
quences of land use.  For example, overlaps of areas of relatively 
high population density with moderate rainfall have created sig-
ni� cant pressures on available water resources (� gure 1).

Climate change in Europe is projected to lead to major changes 
in annual and seasonal precipitation and river � ow, changes in 
water quality, changes in the distribution of species and eco-
systems, and increased � ood and coastal erosion risks.  Despi-
te uncertainty related to both trajectories of greenhouse gas 
emissions and di� erences in assumptions about physical clima-
tic processes at a general level, the majority of climate models 
agree with a trend that shows drying in the south of Europe 
and wetter conditions in northern Europe.  More detailed mo-
dels identify signi� cant di� erences both spatially and tempo-
rally.  For example, strong changes in the seasonality of river 
� ows, with summer � ows projected to decrease in most of Eu-
rope, including regions where mean annual � ows will increase 
(see � gure 2).  

The scale of these climatic and corresponding hydrological 
changes, particularly when combined with existing pressures, 
present a signi� cant challenge to the sustainable management 
of the water environment in Europe as we move forward.  It is 
now recognised, for example by the European Commission in 
their White Paper2, that failure to adapt to climate change will 
damage the European economy and the wellbeing and quality 
of life of Europe’s citizens.

The European Union approach to river basin management – 
the Water Framework Directive – and the integration of adap-
tation to climate change
Water management in the European Union (EU) is driven pri-
marily by the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC (WFD), 
together with associated policies such as the Floods Directive 
2007/60/EC and the Water Scarcity and Droughts Communica-
tion (EC 2007a). The fundamental approach of the WFD is for par-
ticipants to understand and manage the pressures on water bo-
dies  with the objective of achieving good ecological status and 
sustainable water use.  Member States of the EU are required to 
produce River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) every 6 years 
setting out their measures to achieve these aims (the deadline 
for submission of the � rst of these plans was 22 March 2010).

Adaptation to climate change is not explicit in the text of the 
WFD.  However, under the Common Implementation Strategy, 
discussions have taken place over the last few years to deve-
lop an approach to integrate adaptation into implementation 
of the WFD, considering particularly the approaches taken by 
several Member States to incorporate adaptation into their � rst 
cycle RBMPs and looking towards the second and third RBMPs.

Following on from these discussions, guidance in the form of 
the River Basin Management in a Changing Climate  document 
has now been published and was endorsed by the EU Water 
Directors on 30 November 2009.  The Guidance is designed to 
be used by water managers developing RBMPs under the WFD. 
Additional advice is provided on the connection between ad-
aptation in RBMPs and that within � ood and drought manage-
ment strategies.  

Despite the lack of explicit reference to climate change in the 
WFD, the Guidance highlights that the cyclic and � exible ap-
proach of the river basin management process it promotes 
makes it well suited to the integration of an adaptive response 
to climate change. This approach allows plans to be revisited 
and scaled up or down in response to the changing climate, in 
accordance with observations from monitoring programmes.  
In addition, the steps of the river basin management process 
provide convenient entry points for consideration of climate 
change.  The Guidance provides principles for adaptation for 
each of the steps in the RBMP process, and illustrates these 
with real or hypothetical examples of how they might be ap-
plied in practice.  A summary of the key guiding principles for 
the main steps in the RBMP process is given in table 1.

Climate change and river basin management – the European approach
Dr. Julian Wright, Environment Agency
Dr. Geo�  Darch, Chair of CIWEM Climate Change Panel

Figure 1:  Water exploitation index (actual abstraction as a 
proportion of e� ective rainfall). © Environment 
Agency, 2009



21

EWA Yearbook 2010/2011

Figure 2:  Projected change in mean seasonal and annual river � ow between 2071 – 2100 and the reference period 
1961 – 1990. Dankers and Feyen, 2008a.  Taken from EEA Impacts of Europe‘s changing climate – 2008 indicator-
based assessment.

Table 1:   RBM steps and key guiding principles for WFD implementation in a changing climate.

RBM steps ofWFD Guiding principle

Assessing pressures on 
water bodies

1 Assess, over a range of timescales, direct in� uences of climate change and indirect in� uences 
where pressures are created due to human activities adapting to climate change

Monitoring and status 
assessment

2 Maintain both surface and groundwater surveillance monitoring sites for long time series. 
Set up an investigative monitoring programme for climate change and for monitoring climate 
change “hot spots”, and try to combine them as much as possible with the results from the 
operational monitoring programme.

3 Include reference sites in long term monitoring programmes to understand the extent and 
causes of natural variability and impact of climate change

Objective setting 4 Avoid using climate change as a general justi� cation for relaxing objectives, but follow the 
steps and conditions set out in the WFD

Economic analysis of 
water use

5 Consider climate change when taking account of long term forecasts of supply and demand 
and favour options that are robust to the uncertainty in climate projections

Programme of measures

How to do a climate check 
of the Programme of 
Measures?

6 Take account of likely or possible future changes in climate when planning measures today, 
especially when these measures have a long lifetime and are cost-intensive, and assess whe-
ther these measures are still e� ective under the likely or possible changes in climate in the 
future

7 Favour measures that are robust and � exible to uncertainty and cater for the range of potenti-
al variations related to future climate conditions

8 Choose sustainable adaptation measures, especially those with cross-sectoral bene� ts, and 
which have the least environmental impact, including GHG emissions

What to do if other res-
ponses to climate change 
are impacting on the WFD 
objective of good 
status? 

9 Avoid measures that are counterproductive for the water environment or that decrease the 
resilience of water ecosystems

10 Apply WFD Article 4.7 to adaptation measures that are modifying the physical characteristics of 
water bodies (e.g. reservoirs, water abstractions, dykes) and deteriorate water status

11 Take all practicable steps to mitigate adverse e� ects of counterproductive measures
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In the philosophy of the approach there are some key aspects 
worth noting.  Firstly that:

Apart from exceptional circumstances, it is not expected that, 
within the timeframe of WFD implementation (i.e., up to 2027), 
and within the metrics used for status assessment, that a cli-
mate change signal will be statistically distinguishable from the 
e� ects of other human pressures at a level requiring reclassi� -
cation of sites.

I.e. the classi� cation of sites (and hence default objectives 
based on reference conditions) will not generally change du-
ring implementation of the WFD.  There may be exceptions to 
this (for example low lying freshwater coastal lakes at risk of 
demonstrably permanent changes to salinity due to sea level 
rise) but these are thought to be few.  Where resources allow, 
monitoring should take place in such “hot spots”.

Secondly that, following on from this, when setting objectives 
for water bodies, expected changes in climate should not gene-
rally be used as a reason for relaxing objectives (see principle 
4 above).  In e� ect this means that, for example, if we suspect 
that a river will not be able support a particular � shery in fu-
ture due to temperature rise, we should not stop managing to 
sustain that � shery in the short term.  This thinking is based 
on levels of uncertainty in climate projections, environmental 
responses, and the costs and bene� ts of action in response.  
However, in cases where su�  cient level of certainty can be 
demonstrated, and the only measures available to manage the 
water body entail technical infeasibility or excessive cost, then 
exemptions to achieving good ecological status may be applied 
according to the processes set out in the WFD.  In reality it is 
thought that these cases will be relatively few in the time hori-
zon of the WFD.

Thirdly, whilst all of the steps in the process can be seen to re-
late to climate change in some form, the Guidance makes clear 
that the pillars of the approach to adaptation should be:

1. E� ective long term monitoring (to enable climate change 
signals to be identi� ed and reacted to in due course),

2. The assessment of the likely additional impact of climate 
change on existing anthropogenic pressures, and 

3. The incorporation of this information into the design of mea-
sures (particularly for proposed measures with a long term 
design life). 

Thus, it is expected that as a minimum, Member States should 
clearly demonstrate in their RBMPs how climate change pro-
jections have been considered in the pressures and impacts as-
sessment, in the monitoring programmes, and in the choice of 
measures. The Guidance document provides detail and examp-
les of how this should take place.

Conclusion
The challenge to develop and start to implement River Basin 
Management Plans under the WFD has been great for all Mem-
ber States. Climate change presents a signi� cant additional 
challenge to the achievement of sustainable water manage-
ment across Europe. Several countries have already started 
to think about the implications of climate change and develop 
measures in response, and it will be interesting to compare 
these approaches as the � rst RBMPs are reviewed. All Member 
States will be expected to integrate climate change into river 
basin management for future cycles of WFD implementation 
and Guidance has now been produced to show how this could 
be done.

Looking to the future, it will be a challenge to integrate climate 
change issues fully into the Water Framework Directive, parti-
cularly in reference to mitigation as well as adaptation. It will 
be imperative that socio-economic in� uences are taken into 
account in future RBMPs, which will need to re� ect spatial pl-
anning considerations and the impact of land use.

Dr. Julian Wright is a Senior Climate Change Advisor at the 
Environment Agency. The Environment Agency is a public 
body with a wide ranging duties as an operator (implemen-
ting � ood risk and coastal erosion management), regulator 
(for example industrial emissions, the ETS, waste, and wa-
ter abstraction), and advisor to the Governments of Eng-
land and Wales. The Environment Agency is the competent 

authority for carrying out the WFD in England 
and Wales, and has made e� orts to integrate 
climate change adaptation and mitigation into 
its � rst cycle RBMPs.  Dr. Wright is a member 
of the CIS (Common Implementation Strategy) 
Strategic Steering Group on Climate Change 
and Water, and was a member of the drafting 
group of Guidance document No. 24, River Ba-
sin Management in a Changing Climate.

Dr. Geo�  Darch is a Chartered 
Scientist and a leading expert 
in climate change and water. 
He leads the Climate Change & 
Environmental Futures team at 
the consultancy Atkins. Geo� ’s 
particular expertise is in the as-
sessment of the future impacts 
of climate change and associated adaptation measures, 
with reference to water resources, � ood risk, coastal zone 
management, built infrastructure and the natural envi-
ronment. Geo�  holds degrees in Geography and Climate 
Change, and is currently � nalising a part-time PhD in Cli-
mate Change and Future Flooding at the University of East 
Anglia, a�  liated to the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change 
Research. Geo�  is Chair of the Chartered Institution of Wa-
ter and Environmental Management Climate Change Net-
work and Deputy Chair of the European Water Association 
Climate Change Working Group. Geo�  has received several 
awards for his work on climate change, most recently the 
Institution of Civil Engineers’ James Hill Prize.
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An approach to � nd a common set of key performance indica-
tors has been initiated in several European countries currently. 
Depending on di� erent foci, sets of performance indicators 
have been developed but these indicators are very di�  cult to 
compare due to di� erent national standards. Nevertheless, 
cross-national attempts to compare evaluation results in Eu-
ropean countries are of great interest and already in progress. 
This fact gave an excellent opportunity to organize a European 
workshop under the topic „European Wastewater Benchmar-
king Reporting – Discussion of current activities and chances of 
cross-national comparison”.

The workshop took place on 4th June 2009 in Hennef. About 
20 experts from Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Hunga-
ry, the Netherlands and Switzerland met for one day to discuss 
existing approaches in Europe, di� erences and similarities of 
monetary, as well as non-monetary key sets of performance 
indicators.

From the presentations it becomes obvious that benchmarking 
is partly adopted as an o�  cial instrument by governmental 
organisations to gain more transparency in the wastewater 
sector. On the other hand, the impulse is coming from the 
companies, and the process works on a voluntary basis to gain 
more e�  ciency. One important premise for comparing bench-
marking results is “to speak the same language”, which means 
to agree on a uniform set of key performance indicators. Of 
course the di� erent needs of the di� erent countries have to 
be considered.

Therefore, a working group was established by the specialists 
associations of Germany (DWA), Austria (ÖWAV), Switzerland 
(VSA) and Netherlands (RIONED) with the aim to de� ne a relia-
ble and transparent system of cost and performance indicators. 
The resulting DACH+NL-approach is based upon existing values 
of process-benchmarking, corporate benchmarking projects 
and national or regional surveys. The DACH+NL-system should 
neither be considered as control instrument for the enforcing 
authorities, nor does it compete with benchmarking projects. 
Nevertheless it should encourage the parties concerned to pro-
vide even this small number of selected indicators.

To keep the system simple and comprehensive the working 
group de� ned a very small amount of key-performance indi-
cators to be used in the di� erent projects. Table 1, as shown 
underneath, contains four general cost indicators suggested by 
DACH+NL group, the operating costs per population equivalent 
and the capital costs of both – wastewater collection and was-
tewater treatment.

Table 1: Monetary performance indicators

Operating 
Costs

Capital Costs Total Costs

Wastewater 
collection

€ / PECODmean

€ / Lsewer

€ / PECODmean

€ / Lsewer

€ / PECODmean

€ / Lsewer

Wastewater 
treatment

€ / PECODmean

€ / PECODcapacity

€ / PECODmean

€ / PECODcapacity

€ / PECODmean

€ / PECODcapacity

Sum € / PECODmean € / PECODmean € / PECODmean

Legend:

PECODmean = Mean loading, expressed as population equivalents.  
Spec. loading per PE = 120 g COD per day.

Lsewer  = Total lenght of all public sewers systems

PECODcapacity  = Design capacity of a WWTP, expressed as population equiva-
lents

To describe international comparisons, best reference value is the 
mean loading, expressed as population equivalents. The group de-
� ned a uni� ed speci� c loading per PE = 120 g COD per day.

The speci� c costs of wastewater treatment are directly connec-
ted to the size of the plant. It is not possible to compare simply 
the arithmetic mean values. When doing this, the costs would 
be given a higher importance for the large number of small 
wastewater treatment plants. Therefore it is absolutely neces-
sary to compare weighted average values. Only weighted ave-
rage values represent the true cost situation at regional scale.

The comparison of the total costs of wastewater disposal at 
� rst sight seems to be very reliable. The costs in Austria, Swit-
zerland and Germany range between 110 and 125 € per PECO-
Dmean. But in fact the regarded countries follow di� erent 
paths to determine the capital costs. In Austria and Switzerland 
depreciation is based on the present values of replacement in-
vestment. In contrast the di� erent federal states of Germany 
apply both, values of replacement, as well as initial values. Ano-
ther aspect to be mentioned is that the life span considered for 
depreciation of sewers di� ers greatly. For example, Austria as-
sumes an arti� cial span of useful life, which is set at 40 years (as 
of 1999) respectively at 80 years (as of 2004). In case of waste-
water treatment plants, it is at 30 years and in Switzerland at 
33 years. Varying standards are used in Germany. Real interest 
rates, as well as imputed interest rates are used for calculati-
on. But the comparison of operating costs reveals problems as 
well. In Germany e.g. administrative expenses are considered 
higher than in Austria and Switzerland.

Wastewater Performance Indicators in Europe
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In addition to cost indicators, ten non-monetary indicators 
were compiled (see table 2).

Table 2: Non-monetary performance indicators

Customer 
service

Level of connection to sewer or WWTP

Quality Treatment performance according 
to ÖWAV

Treatment performance 
(oxygen demand/nutrient load class) 
according to the DWA

Treatment performance COD in %

Treatment performance N in %

Safety Rate of sewer length requiring 
rehabilitation

Sustainability Annual rate of sewer renewal

Structure and 
Technology

Structure and Technology

Size structure of wastewater treatment 
plants

Mean level of capacity utilisation 
wastewater treatment plants

The selected performance indicators will provide transparency 
for the following:

• the current state of wastewater disposal (connection to sewer 
systems),

• the performance of the wastewater treatment plants,

• the situation of the sewerage systems and any ongoing re-
habilitation or replacement projects and

• the issue of sewage sludge disposal.

For all of the 20 de� ned parameters, a di� usion progress can be 
observed. Some of the de� nitions are already used in Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland, and it is expected that they will be dis-
tributed further.

The participants of the workshop were the opinion, that the 
DACH+NL-approach is an appropriate starting point for a Eu-
ropean set of performance indicators. The work, which has al-
ready been executed in other European countries – including 
the European benchmarking cooperation’s (EBC) benchmar-
king programme, should be taken into account. However, the 
DACH+NL-indicators are not su�  cient to carry out complete 
benchmarking processes. Nevertheless, they are adequate for 
strategic positions facing politicians and public. There is actu-
ally no intention to collect data, carry out benchmarking pro-
jects and publish benchmarking data by means of EWA.

A prospective EWA-system of performance indicators should 
give just proposals about performance indicators to make 
a contribution to good data quality. EWA should promote 
benchmarking in order to improve common understanding of 
benchmarking, as well as key performance indicator systems. 
It is intended to work closely together with other European as-
sociations. A possible EWA-system for wastewater should also 
contain references to the IWA-system.

As a � rst step, the delegates of the di� erent countries settled 
on distributing the DACH+NL-set of key performance indicators 
in their home countries with the aim to provoke discussion. To 
support the discussion the DACH+NL report is available on EWA 
homepage (see: www.EWA-online.eu). Comments are welcome 
under thaler@dwa.de.

Dipl. Biol. Sabine Thaler
Dipl. Biol. Sabine Thaler is the 
Expert of Municipal Wastewa-
ter Treatment at the DWA. She is 
Head of Department “Wastewa-
ter and Water Pollution Control” 
at the DWA.
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EWA Active for the Environment 

In 2011, the European Water Association will be 
celebrating its 30th anniversary as one of the 
major, in� uential, non-governmental and non-
pro� t making organisations in Europe promoting 
the sustainable management of the total water 
cycle. During the last 30 years the scope and the 
objectives of the EWA have widened in order 
to encompass the water sector as a whole. The 
association aims to foster and advance the com-
mon interests of members of the EWA by beco-
ming their principal pan-European technical and 
scienti� c forum, in� uencing the European Com-
mission in the sustainable management of water 
assets and the environment.

In order to achieve its high goals to highlight the environmen-
tal challenges of today, the EWA is providing a network of 
50.000 professional experts in Europe and enables interdisci-
plinary groups to discuss key technical and policy issues. The 
EWA is also o� ering high range of activities, such as our An-
nual Brussels Conference, the International Symposia at IFAT 
ENTSORGA, conferences and seminars on water issues, to 
meet the expectations of its members and potential partners 
in the water and environmental sector. The activities highlight 
the importance of improving the water management and the 
enhancement of the water environment in Europe and facili-
tate the exchange of knowledge and expertise. 

Last but not least, the EWA promote a dialogue with and 
among the European Commission, other European Institu-
tions and stakeholders in order to support the implementati-
on of European legislation in all water-related sectors. 

Contribution to the World Water Forum 2009
The EWA was invited to give its contribution to the European 
Regional Process for the 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul 
from 16 – 22 March 2009. The World Water Forum aimed to 
address the speci� c regional challenges and had therefore 
divided the speci� c regional preparatory processes into four 
continent based regions and three “sub-regions”. The EWA ex-
perts collaborated to the drafting and writing of the Chapter on 

Climate Change and Adaptation of the European Regional Do-
cument. As at the 4th World Water Forum in Mexico in 2006, 
where EWA contributed to and took part in the panel discus-
sion by the JWSA, Peter Cook (EWA President 2007-2009) took 
part as one of the main panellist in the session on how to achie-
ve sustainable sanitation for all. Since the � rst contribution of 
the EWA at the 4th WWF, the participation of the EWA has in-
creased and this time the association was very visible and re-
presented all its members at the European Pavilion by showing 
their activities and expertise. 

Active on the Topic of Flooding
On 28 October 2009, the EWA invited water experts from the 
European Commission, several other European institutions and 
members of the EWA to a workshop on Pluvial Flooding. The 
meeting concluded that pluvial � ooding is a topic which needs 
to be explored in more detail. There are growing concerns that 
pluvial � oods risks across Europe may not be fully recognised 
or addressed when Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (under 
Article 4) is undertaken. In the meantime, in order clarify the 
importance of this issue across Europe it was proposed to cir-
culate a questionnaire amongst Member States. Results were 
reviewed at the thematic CIS Workshop on Flash and Pluvial 
Flooding in Sardinia in May 2010. The aim will be to identify any 
needs for further guidance and research on this topic.
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KOMPONENTEN FÜR DEN ANLAGENBAU

•

•

•

•

The Working Group F on 
Floods (WG F) of the Euro-
pean Commission, under 
the umbrella of the Com-
mon Implementation Stra-
tegy of the Water Frame-
work Directive 2000/60/
EC (WFD – CIS) and its 
working programme, has 
planned the organization 
of single thematic work-
shops on specifi c issues re-
garding the implementati-
on of the Floods Directive 
2007/60/EC on the assess-

ment and management of fl ood risks. This workshop aimed at 
addressing the problems of assessing, mapping and above all 
managing fl ood risk in the context of fl ash fl oods and pluvial 
fl ooding. The EWA representative, Ronnie Falconer, took part 
in the Working Group F Planning Committee.

The Annual EWA Brussels Conference – Promoting the 
Implementation of the Water Framework Directive 
The Annual Brussels Conference of the European Water Asso-
ciation, organized in cooperation with the European Commis-
sion DG Environment, and kindly hosted by Representation of 
the Free State of Bavaria to the EU in Brussels, brings together 
more than 100 high level experts, decision makers and stake-
holders in order to discuss the implementation strategy of the 
Water Framework Directive.

In 2009 for a fi fth year the EWA had organised its Annual Con-
ference on the topic “European Water Management and the 
Implementation of the EU Floods Directive” 

The conference was well attended and among the guests were 
representatives of the government or regional organisations. 
The presentations gave a mixture of policy and practical ex-
amples of the implementation of the fl oods directive. The int-
roduction and overview of the situation in Europe was given by 
the representative of the European Commission Maria Brätte-
mark. The conference concluded with a panel discussion inclu-
ding all speakers chaired by the president of the EWA Dr. Jean 
Philippe Torterotot. Interviews with some of the speakers and 
participants can be found under the conference blog: http://
ewa.blogactiv.eu/
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Following the success of the annual conference, EWA will have 
its sixth annual event in November 2010 on the topic “Imple-
menting the River Basin Management Plans – state of reporting 
and expectations”. The deadline for submitting River Basin Ma-
nagement Plans (RBMP) in March 2010 to the European Com-
mission looks certain of being missed by most of the Member 
States. The European Commission and the Member States 
have organized a reporting and compliance check procedure of 
which the outcomes will be presented in 2012. At the same time, 
the next phase of Climate Change adaptation policy review and 
the review of strategy on Water Scarcity and Droughts will be 
released. These three documents are an important milestone 
already named in the EU blueprint for water policy. A detailed 
programme and outlook can be found on the EWA homepage: 
www.EWA-online.eu. 

International Symposium on Water, Wastewater, Solid Waster 
and Energy during IFAT ENTSORGA 
The International Water, Wastewater and Waste Symposium 
is organised for more than 40 years on the occasion of IFAT 
ENTSORGA. The focus will be extended with the 15th Interna-
tional Symposium, which will be organised between 13th and 
16th September 2010, and the topic of energy will be added to-
gether with the change of the name. The event o� ers a divers 
wide scaled and up-to-date programme on sustainable water 
and wastewater management. The Symposium is organised 
by the German Association for Water, Wastewater and Waste 
(DWA), the European Water Association (EWA), the Interna-
tional Solid Waste Association (ISWA) and the Association of 
Municipal Waste and city cleaning in the Association of Local 
Utilities (VKS im VKU).

Looking Towards a Sustainable Future
Through a combination of focussed workshops and conferen-
ces organised across Europe supported by e� ective methods 
of information transfer, EWA will contribute to the develop-
ment of EU environmental policy and legislation and equally 
importantly, by similar exchanges of working practices, to its 
implementation. The Association will continue its activities as 
a platform for the exchange of knowledge and expertise in the 
water and environmental sector particularly with members and 
prospective members from New & Candidate Member States. 
Emphasis will be put on the implementation of the European 
Directives in all its interfaces with the water and environment 
management sectors, promoting the application of appropria-
te and sustainable technologies and management approaches 
and the process of development of proposed EU water sector 
policy and legislation. The EWA will continue to collaborate 
closely with the European Commission and other stakeholders 
to make a greater contribution to promote dialogue and build a 
common vision on the future of water policy.

Johannes Lohaus
Johannes Lohaus has been wor-
king for DWA (German Associa-
tion for Water, Wastewater and 
Waste) for 24 years and has been 
Managing Director since 2004. 
In Europe, the DWA is one of the 
associations with the strongest 
membership in the � elds of water 
management, wastewater, waste 
and the protection of soil.

Since 2005, Johannes Lohaus has been the Secretary General 
of the European Water Association (EWA).

Boryana Dimitrova
MSc. Boryana Dimitrova is the Manage-
ment Assistant to the Secretary Gene-
ral. She is head of the EWA Secretariat, 
organising and co-ordinating the every 
day business at the EWA. Mrs. Dimitrova 
has a Master of Science in Environmen-
tal and Resources Management from the 
Brandenburg University of Technology.
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Albania
Water Supply and Sewerage Association of Albania (WSSAA)

President
Sahit Dollapi

Executive Director
Philip D. Giantris

EWA Council Representative
Petrit Tare

Contact Details
“Pjeter Bogdani”
Pallati “Teuta” Ap. 5/4
Tirana
Albania

Phone:  +355 42 245-101
Fax: +355 42 245-101
Email: info@shukalb.com
Web: www.shukalb.com 

Main Activities
The Association is a professional, non-
pro� t organization of water supply and 
sewerage professionals with a Missi-
on Statement founded on two goals: 
To improve the capacity of the people, 
who work to deliver water supply and 
sewerage services in Albania; To repre-
sent the interests of water supply and se-
werage utilities and other professionals 
in the water sector in Albania regarding 
laws, decrees, and regulations that may 
be proposed for action by the Parliament 
or by the Government. The Association, 
which is celebrating its 10th Anniversa-
ry in 2010, believes in sustaining an ag-
gressive member services and outreach 
program consisting of its award winning 
Children’s Water Awareness Program; 
University Student Summer Internship 
Program; bilingual newsletter and web-
site; routine training programs; Annual 
Conference and Exhibition; and its cur-
rent initiative to establish a Young Water 
Professionals section.

Challenging Topics
The water supply and sewerage sector in 
Albania is still in a major transition as the 
Government continues to implement its 
decentralization programs. These chal-
lenges are:

• Regionalization of water supply and 
sewerage services to improve perfor-
mance upon economies of scale.

• Focus on commercialization of utility 
management to achieve full cost reco-
very from revenues.

• Development and implementation of 
a sustainable, national training pro-
gram to improve the capacity of the 
sector, leading to certi� cation as a 
quali� cation for employment in the 
sector.

Austria
Österreichischer Wasser- und Abfallwirtschaftsverband (ÖWAV)
Austrian Water and Waste Management Association

President
GF DI Roland Hohenauer

Executive Director
DI Manfred Assmann

EWA Council Representative
Baurat h.c. DI Dr. Werner Flögl

Contact Details
DI Manfred Assmann, DI Elisabeth Veit
Marc-Aurel-Straße 5
1010 Vienna
Austria

Phone: +43 1 535 57 20
Fax: +43 1 535 40 64
E-mail: buero@oewav.at 
Web: www.oewav.at

Activities
The Austrian Water and Waste Manage-
ment Association (ÖWAV) is a volunta-
ry collective of all parties interested in 
water and waste management in Aus-
tria, which leads to the exchange of 
experience in economy, administration 
and science. It is considered as an “in-
dependent counsellor” with the goal of 
achieving sustainable objectives of the 
water, wastewater and waste manage-
ment in Austria.

Challenging topics

• Climate change

• Buildings and Water

• Sewage sludge platform

• Maintenance of Sewage Systems

• Courses and advanced training for the 
sta�  of water treatment plants and 
waste management facilities.



31

EWA Yearbook 2010/2011

Belgium 
Belgian Committee of the International Water Association (B-IWA)

President
Peter Goethals

EWA Council Representative+
Renaat de Sutter

Contact Details
Nicole van Eylen
Rue Colonel Bourg 127-129
1140 Brussels
Belgium

Phone: +32 270640-93
Fax: +32 270640-99
Email:  nvaneylen@belgaqua.be 
Web: www.b-iwa.be 

Activities
B-IWA is a platform at national level for 
all matters of water management. Its 
aim is to be a forum for all stakeholders 
interested in water issues in Belgium 
and to establish contacts through the 
organization of Happy Hours (informati-
on sessions) and to encourage scienti� c 
research and development and the 
practical application of this know-how by 
organising Poster Awards.

Bulgaria
Bulgarian Water Association (BWA)

President
Prof. DSc. Roumen Arsov

EWA Council Representative
Prof. Dr. Petar Kalinkov

Contact details
Mr. Boycho Boychev
1, Hristo Smirnenski Blvd.
UASG-Building A, room 111
1046 So� a, Bulgaria

Phone: +359 2 963 2669
Fax: +359 2 963 2669
Email: Bawk1@uacg.bg; 
Web: www.bwa-bg.com 

Main activities of the association
BWA is a non-governmental, non-pro� t 
organization whose main � elds of inte-
rest are water supply and wastewater 
disposal, as well as management, preser-
vation and utilization of water resources. 
It takes part in discussions related to 
new regulations and develops expert ap-
praisals, standpoints and strategies in its 
� eld. BWA organizes workshops, confe-
rences, round tables and is also involved 
in the training of water/wastewater ope-
rators. The Association has 85 corporate 
and 185 individual members. 

Challenging topics 

1. Water losses reduction

2. Water Act amendments 
implementation

3. Education and training of water 
operators

4. Development of new national 
water strategy

5. Urban water infrastructure 
development
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Croatia
Croatian Water Pollution Control Society (CWPCS)

Czech Republic
Asociace pro vodu �R
The Czech Water Association (CzWA) 

President
Zoran Naki�, D. Sc.

Vice President
Mara Artukovi�, D. Sc.

EWA Council Representative
Bojan Zmai�, M. Sc.

Contact Details
Bojan Zmai�, M. Sc.
Ulica grada Vukovara 220
10000 Zagreb
CROATIA

Phone: +385 1 6307-658
Fax: +385 1 6307-657
Email: hdzv@voda.hr
Web: www.hdzv.hr

Activities
CWPCS is promoting water protection 
and sustainable use of water. It has a key 
role in practical education of young ex-
perts in a di� erent � eld of water related 
issues, e.g. through the organisation of 
practical seminars on di� erent technical 
aspects of water management. CWPCS 
organises lectures of national and inter-
national experts in Croatia, as well as 
scienti� c conferences, like the “Waters 
in Protected Areas”, held in Dubrovnik 
in 2007,  or “Modern Methods Of Storm 
Water Drainage In Urban Coastal Areas”, 
held in Rijeka in 2009.

Members of CWPCS are actively involved 
in preparing national and international 
projects related to water protection and 
water management. They are also ac-
tively involved in the work of EWA and 
participate in the work of EU working 
groups of CIS of the WFD.

Challenging topics 

1. Encouraging young experts and scien-
tist to be more actively involved in the 
work of CWPCS.

2. Establishment of ad hoc working 
groups consisting of highly motivated 
experts whose work on a speci� c wa-
ter related issue would be very inten-
sive and of limited duration.

3. Transformation of CWPCS into a pro-
fessional institution capable of sprea-
ding the information, knowledge and 
competence gained in relation to 
water policy, implementation of new 
technologies.

4. Organizing practical courses for WWTP 
and sewage maintenance personnel

President
B�etislav Kr
ávek, MSc., Ph. D.

EWA Council Representative
Prof. Ji�í Wanner, MSc., PhD., DrSc.

Contact Details
Ms. Jana Smídková 
Masná 5
CZ-602 00 Brno
Czech Republic

Phone: +420 543 235 303
Fax: +420 543 235 303
Email: czwa@czwa.cz
Web: www.czwa.cz

Activities
The CzWA is the association representing 
Czech specialists and companies working 
in the � elds of wastewater, waste and 
water management and quality control 
of surface waters. The main activities 
of the association cover both technical-
scienti� c subjects and the economic and 
legal aspects of water environment pro-
tection. The association provides consul-
tancy to the state and local authorities 
and to private subjects. The CzWA or-
ganizes professional seminars and con-
ferences on both national and internati-
onal level and provides training courses 
on di� erent levels. 

Challenging topics
Since 2007 CzWA has become the na-
tional member of IWA and the Associ-
ation will have to improve its organi-
zation and management to represent 
the Czech Republic in both internatio-
nal water associations IWA and EWA.

CzWA wants to continue or to improve 
the cooperation with water associations 
in neighbouring countries. CzWA has 
contract on cooperation with AVS in the 
Slovak republic, ÖWAV in Austria and 
DWA in Germany. CzWA has also establis-
hed good working contacts to MaSzeSz 
in Hungary. In spite of very good perso-
nal contacts between individual experts 
in the Czech Republic and Poland, the co-
operation between national associations 
CzWA and PZITS is still missing. The co-
operation with neighbouring association 
helps to keep the standard of CzWA bi-
ennial conferences on high scienti� c and 
technical international level. 
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Denmark 
Danish Water Forum (DWF)

Estonia 
Eesti Veeühing
Estonian Water Association

Chairman
Bjørn K. Jensen

EWA Council Representative
Bjørn K. Jensen

Contact Details
Jesper Goodley Dannisøe
Agern Allé 5
DK-2970 Horsholm
Denmark

Phone: +45 4516 9200
Fax: +45 4516 9292
Email:  dwf@danishwaterforum.dk
Web:  www.danishwaterforum.dk

Activities
Danish Water Forum (DWF) is a network 
of Danish water organisations aimed at 
highlighting expertise and knowledge and 
facilitating concerted actions. The compe-
tences and high standards of its members 
make DWF an excellent entry point to the 
Danish water sector and its services and 
expertise within virtually all aspects of 
water industry, technology, science and 
management. DWF represents:

• Contractors and manufacturers

• Water companies and Consultants

• Research institutions

• Government authorities and NGOs

The unique member blend of researchers, 
consultants, contractors, manufactures 
and users gives DWF an integrated know-
ledge about all aspects of the entire wa-
ter sector, including issues relating to 
the environment, agriculture and health. 

Danish Water Forum has its main area 
of interest in the developing world and 
is a North-South focussed association.

Challenging topics

1. The global climate changes will have 
a tremendous impact on speci� c regi-
ons in the world, especially in the poor 
countries. DWF will work for ensuring 
that donor organisations draw the 
climate change into their planning of 
donor funded projects to ensure “cli-
mate-safe” project results.

2. Danish water expertise is world fa-
mous especially within both technolo-
gy and policy. Marketing of these are-
as will be main areas for DWF during 
the next couple of years

President
Arvo Järvet

EWA Council Representative
Arvo Järvet

Contact Details
Arvo Järvet
Mustamäe tee 33
10616 Tallinn
Estonia

Phone: +372 7375 824
Email: arvo.jarvet@ut.ee 
Web: www.veeyhing.ee

Activities
The Estonian Water Association promo-
tes and facilitates evolution of legislati-
on, terminology, education, science and 
engineering of water management.

It o� ers opinions on Estonian water 
management problems. Arranges mee-
tings, events and conferences related to 
water usage, surface and groundwater 
protection and others water manage-
ment sectors.
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Finland
Suomen Vesiyhdistys ry
Water Association Finland

President
Tapio Kovanen

EWA Council Representative
Pertti Seuna
Contact Details
Jari Koskiaho
PO Box 721
FIN-00101 Helsinki
Finland

Phone: +358-400148823
Email: jari.koskiaho@ymparisto.� 
Web: www.vesiyhdistys.� 

Activitives
The Water Association Finland is a non-
governmental body with some 500 indi-
vidual members and 20 corporate mem-
bers, founded in 1969. The purpose of 
this body is to improve and distribute 
knowledge and promote professional 
networking in Finland and abroad.

Purpose of the association is to improve 
and disseminate knowledge and promo-
te professional networking in Finland and 
abroad. The core issues are mostly dealt 
with by standing committees for hydro-
logy, limnology, water supply and waste-
water treatment, water legislation, river 
basin management, water ecology and 
water pollution control, � sheries, and hy-
draulic engineering.

Challenging topics 

1. The renewed Finnish water legislation.

2. Implementation of the EU Water 
Framework Directive.

3. Climate change e� ects on water 
management and water environment.

France
Association Scienti� que et Technique pour l‘Eau et l‘Environnement 
association (ASTEE)

President
Pierre-Alain Roche

Executive Director
François Mauvais

EWA Council Representative
Jean-Philippe Torterotot

Contact Details
Gérard Touze
83, Avenue Foch 
75761 Paris Cedex 16
France

Phone: +33-1 53 70 13 50
Fax: +33-1 53 70 13 40
Email: astee@astee.org
Web: www.astee.org

Activities

Since its founding in 1905, the “Associa-
tion Scienti� que et Technique pour l’Eau 
et l’Environnement (ASTEE)” has been a 
privileged centre point for the exchange 
of technical, scienti� c and administrative 
information between the various per-
sons involved in the design, production 
and operation of everything concerning 
urban and rural engineering. The associa-
tion welcomes all new members.

The ASTEE handles all the di� erent as-
pects of urban engineering and rural 
engineering: individual or collective 
equipment, local or industrial commu-
nities. Water, drainage, waste, hygiene, 
disinfection, urban planning, habitat, 
tra�  c, viability, transportation, lighting, 
urban amenities, cleanliness of public 
places, atmospheric pollution, noise, hy-
drology, water supply, corrosion, urban 
networks, development plan, surface 
management.

ASTEE’s areas of activity are to promote 
studies and research work for the envi-
ronment, public hygiene, urban develop-
ment, rural development; to favour the 
exchange of ideas and information bet-
ween: technicians,  scientists, public ma-
nagers, private managers; to participate 
in developing regulations and advisory 
services to public authorities; to update, 
communicate and release knowledge in 
France and abroad.

Challenging topics 

1. Creation of a workgroup across tech-
nical committees for working on the 
consequences of climate changes in 
the � elds of design and management 
of water assets and systems

2. Analysis of the delay of France con-
cerning the implementation of the di-
rective concerning urban waste water 
treatment (May 1991) to � nd measu-
res to catch it up and simultaneously 
introduce WFD
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Hungary 
Magyar Szennyvíztechnikai Szövetség (MaSzeSz)
Hungarian Wastewater Association 

President
Prof. Dr. László Somlyódy

Executive Director
Dr. Dezs� Dulovics

EWA Council Representative
DI. Kovács Károly

Secretariat of the association
Dr. Dezs� Dulovics
M�egyetem rakpart 3.
H-1111 Budapest
Hungary

Phone: +36 1463-2124
Fax: +36 1463-3753
Email: maszesz@vkkt.bme.hu 
Web: www.maszesz.hu 

Activities 
The organisation, which is a civilian asso-
ciation, has the following main objectives:

• Support technical and scienti� c 
cooperation between members

• Provide practical, technical and scien-
ti� c information towards members, 
municipalities and authorities

• Support young scientists

• Cooperate with the government on 
development of regulations

• Cooperate with other civil organisa-
tions in water related questions

Challenging topics 

1. Strengthen the cooperation with mu-
nicipalities as decision makers on the 
public water sector

2. Strengthen the communication to-
wards civil players on the water sector

3. Strengthen the exchange of experien-
ces between regions

Germany
Deutsche Vereinigung für Wasserwirtschaft, Abwasser und Abfall e. V.
German Association for Water, Wastewater and Waste (DWA)

President
Bauass. Dipl.-Ing. Otto Schaaf

Executive Director
Bauass. Dipl.-Ing. Johannes Lohaus

EWA Council Representative
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Jörg Londong

Contact details
Theodor-Heuss-Allee 17
53773 Hennef
Germany

Phone: +49 (0)2242 872-333
Fax: +49 (0)2242 872-135
Email: kundenzentrum@dwa.de 
Web: www.dwa.de 

Activities
The DWA – German Association for Wa-
ter, Wastewater and Waste – is intensi-
vely committed to the development and 
distribution of a secure and sustainable 
water management. It acts as a politically 
and economically independent organisa-
tion in the � eld of water management, 
sewage, waste and soil protection. 

DWA is in Europe the association with 
the largest number of members within 
this � eld and therefore takes up a spe-
cial position.  It provides professional 
competence regarding standardisation, 
professional training and information to-
wards the public. Approximately 14,000 
members represent the experts and exe-
cutives from local authorities, universi-
ties, engineering o�  ces, municipalities 
and enterprises. 

Main emphasis of its activities is placed 
on the acquirement and update of a 
consistent technical set of rules and 
standards as well as cooperation in the 
formulation of technical norms on natio-
nal and international level. Furthermore, 
DWA also o� ers professional training as 
well as further vocational training. The-
re are not only technical scienti� c topics 
involved, but also economic and legal 
interests of the environment and water 
protection are concerned.
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Latvia 
Latvian Water and Waste Water Works Association 

President
Andis Dejus

Executive Director
Edgars Taurins

EWA Council Representative
Andis Dejus

Contact Details
Str. Liepajas 80b
1002 Riga
Latvia

Phone: +371 22019052
Fax: +371 67607395
Email: dejus@liepajas-udens.lv 

Activities 
The Latvia Water and Waste Water 
Works Association venture cooperates 
with related organizations. Suggestions 
and changes may be implemented into 
legislation and elaboration of normative 
documentation through The Ministry of 
Environmental of the republic of Latvia. 

24 enterprises are currently members of 
the Latvia Water and Waste Water Works 
Association.

The target program of the Association is 
to ensure provision of stable high quality 
water supply and wastewater services to 
the residents.

General tasks and methods: Co-opera-
ting with government and administrati-
ve institutions working on elaboration 
and improvement of laws and regulative 
enactments in the � eld of water supply 
and wastewater. 

Challenging topics
Co-operation with municipalities in the 
� elds related to the operation of wa-
ter supply and wastewater companies, 
improvement of the structure of such 
companies and the problems that in all 
cities and towns of Latvia shall be sol-
ved jointly; organising systematic and 
purposeful training of employees wor-
king in the water supply and wastewater 
sector by using existing and establishing 
new training centres, meet contempora-
ry requirements etc. Both surface and 
groundwater is used for centralized wa-
ter supply in Latvia.

Lithuania
Clean Water Association (CWA)

President 
Mr. Vidas Bonkys

EWA Council Representative
Mr. Vidas Bonkys

Contact Details
Vandziogalos g. 94
47674 Kaunas
Lithuania

Phone: +370 373 50155
Fax: +370 373 73473
Email: ekra@takas.lt

Activities
The Clean Water Association (CWA) is 
a non-governmental environmental or-
ganization and was founded on May 31, 
1996. The CWA’s mission is the reduction 
of pollution of surface and ground water.

The main goals are:

• Environmental education aimed at the 
formation of an understanding by the 
population of the problems regarding 
water resources.

• The improvement of the design, const-
ruction, operation, and maintenance of 
facilities for the prevention of pollution 
of water bodies, primarily, of the plants 
for the treatment of the wastewater.

• The rise of professional quali� cation of 
specialists and organizations working 
in the � eld of water pollution control.

• The quest for and support of the right 
and e� ective governmental strategies 
and policy in the sphere of protection 
of water bodies.

• The assistance in the creation and de-
velopment of the production of tech-
nological equipment for the treat-
ment of wastewater in Lithuania.

• The build up and strengthening of the 
ties of Lithuania’s environmentalists 
with the counterpart organizations, 
associations, and specialists of other 
countries.

• The support for the global e� orts 
aimed at the protection of water 
against pollution.

Challenging topics
The Clean Water Association is of the opi-
nion that it is expedient to create a Venta 
River basin Region as the Demonstration 
and Veri� cation Area for the innovative, 
e�  cient and economical, environmen-
tally-friendly wastewater management 
technologies would be of signi� cant eco-
logical, social and economical value for 
the development of The Venta River Ba-
sin in two neighbor Baltic States – Lithu-
ania and Latvia.
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Luxembourg
Association Luxembourgeoise des Services d’Eau (ALUSEAU)

President
Raymond Erpelding

EWA Council Representative
Raymond Erpelding

Contact Details:
Nico Pündel
Rue de Rollingergrund 338
2442 Luxembourg
Luxembourg

Phone: +352 4796-3745
Fax: +352 4676-67
Email: npundel@vdl.lu
Web: www.aluseau.lu 

Activities
ALUSEAU is the national association of 
water services in the Grand-Duchy of 
Luxembourg, regrouping members of 
the drinking-water sector and of the 
wastewater area. ALUSEAU is a politi-
cally independent and non-pro� t making 
association. The main objectives of the 
association are to promote the common 
interests of all authorities and public ser-
vices dealing with water management. 
To that e� ect ALUSEAU aims at advoca-
ting the study of all scienti� c, technical, 
economic and administrative problems 
relating to drinking-water supply and se-
wage collection and treatment, promo-
ting a suitable management of the water 
resources of the country. ALUSEAU is 
also representing its members in interna-
tional associations dealing with the same 
objectives just described.

The core business of the association is to:
• Keep contact between the di� erent 

water services

• Keep contact with the national autho-
rities

• Being involved in the outworking of 
national directives

Challenging topics

1. National publicity campaign for drin-
king water

2. The European water directive was 
transposed for 2009 in national legis-
lation. ALUSEAU helps the authorities 
to transpose and implement the law 
and to introduce new water pricing.

The Netherlands
Unie van Waterschappen (UvW)

President
Peter Glas

Executive Director
Dr Ing. H. Kraaj

EWA Council Representative
Gerard Doornbos

Contact Details
Mr. Robert Schröder
Koningskade 40
2596 AA Den Haag
The Netherlands

Phone: +31 70 351 97 51 
 +32 487 40 88 80 (o�  ce Brussels)
Fax: +31 70 354 46 42
Email: schroder@vewin-uvw.be
Web: www.uvw.nl

Activities 
The Unie van Waterschappen represents 
the interests of the Dutch Waterschap-
pen. The Waterschappen are decentra-
lised functional governments, respon-
sible for regional water management 
(quantitative and qualitative), � ood de-
fence and waste water treatment.

Challenging topics for the future

1. Facing the challenges of climate 
change with regard to regional water 
management.

2. Financing Integrated Water Resource 
Management (see further under visi-
on – water resources).

3. Further strengthening the position of 
the Unie van Waterschappen in In� u-
encing relevant European legislation.
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Norway
Norsk Vannforening
Norwegian Water Association (NWA) 

Portugal
Associação Portuguesa de Engenharia Sanitária e Ambiental 
(APESB)

President
Lars Enander

Executive Director
John M. Raaheim

EWA Council Representative
Haakon Thaulow

Contact Details
Tone Margrethe Karlander Juel
Dronning Maudsgt. 15 
P.O. Box 2312, Solli
0201 Oslo 
Norway

Phone: +47 22 947 625
Fax: +47 22 947 501
Email:  post@vannforeningen.no 
Web:  www.vannforeningen.no 

Activities
The Norwegian Water Association (NWA) 
is an independent non-governmental and 
non-pro� t organisation dealing with the 
management and improvement of the 
water environment. The NWA provides 
a forum for discussion of key technical, 
scienti� c and policy issues on water co-
vering both water resources and water 
quality. Through this exchange of know-
ledge, the NWA signi� cantly contributes 
to sustainable water management in 
Norway. The NWA has about 900 indivi-
dual and 450 corporate members. 

The implementation of the Water Frame-
work Directive in Norway is one of the 
core activities. Furthermore, Water Qua-
lity Issues, Watercourses and Coastal Are-
as, Aquatic Ecosystems and Biodiversity, 
Water Quality Monitoring, Water Supply 
and Health E� ects, Sanitation, Impacts 
of Hydropower Development, E� ects of 
Long-transported Airborne Pollutants,

E� ects and Adaptation of Climate Chan-
ges are activities which are just as impor-
tant to the NWA.

Challenging topics

1. Continuing the development of the 
administrative and organisational ca-
pacity of the association.

2. Establish new regional committies in 
order to spread the activities of the 
association in the major regions of 
Norway.

3. Recruiting new members by informati-
on and more visibility of the association.

President
Prof. José Saldanha Matos

EWA Council Representative
Prof. José Saldanha Matos

Contact Details
Dr.ª Carla Galier‘
Av. do Brasil, 101
1700-066 Lisboa
Portugal

Phone: +351 21844-3849
Fax: +351 21844-3048
Email: apesb@apesb.pt
Web: www.apesb.org

Activities
The Associação Portuguesa de Engenha-
ria Sanitária e Ambiental – Portuguese 
Association for Sanitary and Environmen-
tal Engineering (APESB) is a Portuguese 
non-pro� t, scienti� c and technical asso-
ciation, founded in 1980, for an indeter-

minate period of time, recognised as a 
corporate body of public interest since 
March 1990. 

APESB´s objectives:

• To be a national body especially ori-
ented to the study, analysis and dis-
cussion of aspects related with water 
supply, drainage, treatment and � nal 
disposal of wastewater and the coll-
ection, treatment and � nal disposal of 
solid waste, in order to contribute to 
the implementation of better, feasible 
and sustainable solutions. 

• To foster the technical and scienti� c 
exchange, including technology trans-
fer and training, in the � elds of water 
supply, drainage and treatment of 
wastewater as well as solid waste, at 
national level and in the Portuguese-
speaking countries.

• To contribute to the scienti� c and 
technological development of sub-
jects related to water supply, draina-
ge, treatment and � nal disposal of 
wastewater and collection, treatment 
and � nal disposal of solid waste.

Furthermore APESB has the 
following core activities:

• Water Treatment and Supply

• Wastewater Systems

• Water quality and pollution control

• Solid waste 
(collection, treatment and disposal)

• Health related subjects

Challenging topics

• Health related topics

• Climate changes and water and 
wastewater systems

• Water reuse
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Serbia
Serbian Water Pollution Control Society (SWPCS)

Slovak Republic 
A�E SR
Association of the Wastewater Treatment Experts of the Slovak 
Republic (Asociácia �istiarenských expertov SR)

President
Dr Milan Dimki�

Executive Secretary
Mr. Aleksandar Djuki�

EWA Council Representative
Mr. Aleksandar Djuki�

Contact Details
Kneza Miloša 9/I, room 105
11000 Belgrade
Serbia

Phone: +381 11 3241-656
Fax: +381 11 3241-656
Email: djukic@grf.bg.ac.rs

Activities
Serbian Water Pollution Control Socie-
ty (SWPCS) is non-pro� t independent 
organisation of experts in water sector 
established 1966. Main objective of the 
Society is to create and foster the net-
work of leading water professionals 
through the provision of services and 
products to members, including con-
ferences, publications and support for 
member groups. In addition, to repre-
sent the views of members in national 
and international forums aimed at ad-
vancing best practice in sustainable wa-
ter management.

Challenging topics

1. Provide expert’s opinion on new legis-
lation and policies.

2. Provide speci� c training on critical is-
sues in the water sector (implemen-
tation of WFD, water resource ma-
nagement, wastewater and sludge 
management, di� use pollution, etc.).

3. Strengthening of cooperation of wa-
ter related NGOs in Serbia and in the 
region.

President
Assoc. Prof. Miloslav Drtil, PhD.

EWA Council Representative
Ing. Karol Kucman, PhD.

Contact Details
ACE SR
Secretary Ing. Miloš Dian
P.O. Box 140
820 05 Bratislava 25

Phone: +421 903 462 732
Email: miloslav.drtil@stuba.sk
 dian@avssr.sk
 kucman@vuvh.sk
Web: www.acesr.sk

Activities
AE SR is the Slovak membership as-
sociation which groups professionals 
acting in the � elds of wastewater ma-
nagement and water protection. AE 
SR covers all aspects of wastewater 
pollution control, collection, treatment 
and disposal; promote exchange of the 
latest skills, techniques and knowledge 
on all aspects of wastewater, water and 
sludge management. The mission is to 
enable the improvement of groundwa-
ter and surface water quality in an en-
vironmentally sustainable way. AE SR 
disseminates the knowledge by means 
of conferences, workshops, specialised 
meetings, publications, electronic me-
dia and expert services.

Challenging topics

1. Wastewater and water management, 
water protection

2. Sludge management

3. Exchange of information 
and experience
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Slovenia
Slovenian Water Pollution Control Association (SDZV)
Slovensko DruŠtvo Za ZaŠ�ito Voda

Spain
Asociación para la defensa de la calidad de las aguas 
(ADECAGUA)

President
Prof. Dr. Boris Kompare

EWA Council Representative
Prof. Dr. Jana Zogorc-Kon	an

Contact Details
Dr. Marjetka Stražar
Hajdrihova ulica 19
SI-1000
Ljubljana
Slovenia

Phone: +386 1 421 74-80
Email: bkompare@fgg.uni-lj.si
Web: http://www.sdzv-drustvo.si/ 

Activities
The purpose of the Association is to as-
sociate societies and individuals working 
in water and wastewater control and 
wastewater treatment; to develop con-
sciousness of the importance of water 
preservation; to follow, study and work 
on water preservation and its uses, sup-
plies of potable water, and dealing with 
used and waste waters; to inform and 
educate: professional, scienti� c and 
other public institutions by publications, 
lectures, meetings, sharing of experien-
ces, excursions, by courses and similar 
activities and achievements in the � eld of 
water control: cooperation with similar 
local, foreign and international societies 
and organisations.

Challenging topics

1. The establishment of new Working 
Groups

2. Cooperation with administrative bodies 
on drinking water, wastewater treat-
ment and excess sludge treatment

3. Attendance and participation 
at Slovenian annual conference 
„Water Days“

President
Jose Antonio Diaz Lazaro

Managing Director and EWA Council 
Representative
Gamaliel Martínez de Bascarán
Dr. Ingeniero Industrial
C/ Río Rosas,44 – 5ºB
28003 Madrid

Contact Details
Natàlia Bartrés
Adecagua
Vía Laietana, 39 
08008 Barcelona

Phone: +34 93 319 23 00
Fax: +34 93 310 06 81
Email: info@adecagua.es
Web: www.adecagua.es

Activities
ADECAGUA is non pro� t educational and 
technical association independent politi-
cally and economically of water quality 
experts. It is the Spanish member of the 
Water Environment Federation.

It is formed by some 300 members wor-
king with the administration or private 
water companies, engineering � rms, uni-
versities, consulting etc. Mostly are acti-
ve private members.

We developed and disseminate informa-
tion concerning the nature, collection 
and treatment of domestic and industri-
al water. ADECAGUA organises regularly 
technical seminars and meetings and 
hold a webpage www.adecagua.org. We 
collaborate regularly with two specia-
lised journals in Spain.
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Switzerland
Verband Schweizer Abwasser- und Gewässerschutzfachleute (VSA)
Association Suisse des professionnels de la protection des eaux
Associazione svizzera dei professionisti della protezione delle acque
Swiss Water Association

President
Martin Würsten

Executive Director 
Dr. Urs Kupper

EWA Council Representative
Olivier Chaix

Contact Details
Dr. Urs Kupper
Europastrasse 3
Postfach
8152 Glattbrugg
Switzerland

Phone: +41 4334370-70
Fax: +41 4334370-71
Email: sekretariat@vsa.ch
Web: www.vsa.ch 

Activities
The VSA is the association representing 
Swiss specialists working in the � elds of 
wastewater and water pollution control 
management. The main activities of the 
association cover technical, scienti� c, 
economic and legal aspects of water pol-
lution control. The politically and econo-
mically independent association opera-
tes on a national level.

Central tasks of the association are the 
preparation and updating of technical 
standards and guidelines and professio-
nal training of members and sta� s of se-
wage treatment plants.

Challenging topics

• River basin management

• Management of infrastructure

• Water agenda 21

• Micro pollutants

Ukraine
Ukrainian Water Association (UWA)

President
Dobryanskyi L. Anatoliyovych

Executive Director
Yaroslav V. Druchenko

EWA Council Representative
Valeriy G. Malyarenko

Contact Details
P. box #103
03142
Kiev
Ukraine

Phone: +380 44229 0555
Fax: +380 44229 0555
Email: info@cleanwater.org.ua
Web: http://www.cleanwater.org.ua

Activities
The Ukrainian Water Association is a non-
governmental organization, which was 
founded in 1999 in order to improve the 
mechanisms used for the supply of high 
quality drinking water to people, and 
render organizational and methodologi-
cal support to companies and organiza-
tions producing water purifying equip-
ment and drinking water.

The Ukrainian Water Association conso-
lidates 54 companies, organizations and 
about 5000 professionals who work in 
the � elds of water and wastewater treat-
ment, water management etc.

For its members the UWA provides on a 
regular basis methodological and speci-
� c material for specialists of relevant in-
stitutions and organizations.

The UWA participates in drafting regula-
tions to meet the demands of today
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United Kingdom 
Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental 
Management (CIWEM)

President
Ken Shapland

Executive Director
Nick Reeves

EWA Council Representative
Paul Horton

Secretariat of the association
Paul Horton
15 John Street
WC1N 2EB London
UK

Phone: +44-20 7831 3110
Fax: +44-20 7405 4967
Email: paul@ciwem.org
Web: www.ciwem.org

Activities
Working for the public bene� t for a 
clean, green and sustainable world, CI-
WEM is the only independent, chartered 
professional body and registered charity 
with an integrated approach to environ-
mental, social and cultural issues.

CIWEM acts as an ‘honest broker’ at its 
many events and conferences throug-
hout the year, bringing diverse sectors 
together to discuss key environmental 
challenges. A good example is Integ-
rated Urban Drainage Management, 
where we bring together � ood manage-
ment, planning, water resources, waste-
water, water quality, conservation and 
sustainability professionals together to 
knowledge-share and make progress on 
policy and technical ‘logjams’. This ap-
proach is also taken for other areas such 
as the Water Framework Directive, land 
use and water, wetlands and environ-
mental management.

 
CIWEM is also active in global climate 
change organisations and has nominated 
NGO status at the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change.

Challenging topics 

1. Climate change – impacts on water 
management

2. Training, Research and Development

3. Truly integrated environmental 
management

4. Biodiversity and integration of 
ecosystem management into policy

5. Di� use pollution

6. Global Water Security

7. Achieving sustainable regulation

The DWA – German Association for Water, Wastewater and Waste represents 
more than 60 years of experience in the fi eld of water management, sewage, 
waste and soil protection. The main emphasis of the DWA is placed on the 
acquirement and update of a consistent set of rules and standards for effective 
environmental protection. Furthermore, the DWA offers an extensive range of 
professional trainings which are practice-oriented, future-oriented and always 
up-to-date. 

Current topics such as climate change and the consequences it may have in many 
areas of the water resource management and water utilization come into play 
both in the extensive seminar programme and in the set of rules and standards. 

With a membership of the DWA, professionals are offered a platform of various 
information and contacts alongside with a range of publications and professional 
trainings.

Have a look at our website!

Always very well 
informed with the DWA!

DWA German Association for Water, Wastewater and Waste . Theodor-Heuss-Allee 17 . 53773 Hennef 
Tel.: +49 2242 872-333 . Fax: +49 2242 872-135 . E-Mail: kundenzentrum@dwa.de . Internet: www.dwa.de
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Corporate 
Members
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Messe München GmbH

Messe München GmbH
Messegelände 
81823 München

Phone: +49 (0)89 949-11358
Email:  newsline@messe-muenchen.de
Web:  www.messe-muenchen.de

Description
Messe München International (MMI) 
is one of the world’s leading trade-fair 
companies. It organises around 40 trade 
fairs for capital and consumer goods, and 
key high-tech industries. Each year over 
30,000 exhibitors from more than 100 
countries, and over two million visitors 
from more than 200 countries take part 
in the events in Munich. In addition, MMI 
organises trade fairs in Asia, Russia, the 
Middle East and South America. Via its six 
subsidiaries – in Europe and in Asia – and 
64 foreign representatives actively ser-
ving over 90 countries, MMI has a world-
wide business network. Environmental 
protection and sustainability are key pri-
orities in all MMI’s operations, at home 
and abroad.

IFAT ENTSORGA has switched from a 
3-year to a 2-year cycle, making it more 
up to date and appealing than ever. IFAT  
ENTSORGA 2010, the 16th International 
Trade Fair for Water, Sewage, Waste 
and Raw Materials Management, which 
takes place from September 13 – 17, 2010 
in Munich, is further strengthening its re-
putation as the world’s leading trade fair 
in the environmental sector. The already 
extensive range covered by the fair is 
now being expanded to include a focus 
on generating energy from waste water 
and refuse. Also in the spotlight will be 
themes such as energy management and 
e�  ciency, urban mining (i.e. the exploi-
tation of secondary raw materials), new 
methods of desalination and sanitation. 

This means that IFAT ENTSORGA 2010 
will have an even more extensive range 
of exhibits than in 2008. 

IFAT ENTSORGA is the most important 
trade fair for water, sewage, refuse and 
recycling in the world. It has an unparal-
leled range of exhibits. An exceptionally 
diverse range of innovative, high-tech, 
sector-speci� c solutions and services 
satisfy the highest international criteria. 
In addition to that, IFAT ENTSORGA fea-
tures an extensive events programme 
which sets new standards. 

Following the record � gures for IFAT 
2008, which attracted 2,605 exhibitors 
from 41 countries and around 120, 000 
trade visitors from 170 countries, the 
organisers are aiming to further increa-
se the international scope of the fair for 
2010 and tap into new potential in the 
growing markets. In order to reach the in-
ternational market and the key countries, 
extensive information and support on 
IFAT ENTSORGA 2010 is available on the 
fair’s website, www.ifat.de. Furthermore, 
marketing and press activities are being 
launched around the world. 



45

EWA Yearbook 2010/2011

Aggerverband

Aggerverband
Sonnenstr. 40
51645 Gummersbach
Germany

Phone: +49 (0)2261 36-0
Fax: +49 (0)2261 36-8000
Email: info@aggerverband.de 
Web:  www.aggerverband.de

Description
The Aggerverband is a water associati-
on according to the regulations of the 
German federal state North-Rhine-West-
phalia. The Aggerverband operates two 
drinking water reservoirs that supply 
about 500.000 people per year with ap-
proximately 25 Mio. m³ drinking water. 
A third reservoir provides 12 Mio. m³ raw 
water annually. The service area covers 
1620 km². The protection of habitats 
at creeks and rivers is important to the 
Aggerverband. Flood protection is en-
sured by combining natural and integra-
ted arti� cial systems. The Aggerverband 
conducts design and operation in rela-
tion to its � elds of activity. This covers 
waste water systems (sewage works, 
sewers), water supply (reservoirs, wa-
ter works), � ood protection and main-
tenance of water bodies. The Agger-
verband runs 38 sewage treatment

plants, 10 pumping installations, 150 
storm water over� ow tanks and 100 
km sewers. The rural structure and 
the topography account for the high 
number of small and medium-sized 
facilities. The aim of the association is to 
ensure a high water pollution control at 
bearable costs. The Aggerverband wants 
to meet the challenge of competition 
in the course of the liberalisation of the 
water services. Its aim is to keep the high 
quality while reducing the costs. One tool 
for achieving this goal is the quality ma-
nagement that is currently established.

Aquatech’s World of Water

Aquatech’s World of Water
Amsterdam RAI
Aquatech Global Events
P. O. Box 77777
1070 MS Amsterdam
The Netherlands

Phone:  +31 (0)20 549-1212
Fax:  +31 (0)20 549-1889 
Email:  aquatech@rai.nl
Web:  www.aquatechtrade.com 

Description
Aquatech Global Events, established in 
1964, organises the world’s leading trade 
events in the process, drinking and was-
te water technology sectors in Europe, 
the USA, China and India. The well-
established format covers the following 
segments: Transport and Storage, Water 
Treatment, Point of Use, Process Con-
trol, Technology & Process Automation, 
and Country Pavilions. Aquatech Global 
Events are visited by professionals from 
all parts of the water industry and attract 
policy-makers, top-level businesses, spe-
cialists, and those who apply the techno-
logy in practice. 

More information can be found at 
www.aquatechtrade.com, the B2B portal 
for the water industry with an online buy-
ers guide, list of companies.

For more information about speci� c 
exhibitions, please look at our exhibition 
websites:

www.amsterdam.aquatechtrade.com

www.china.aquatechtrade.com

www.india.aquatechtrade.com

www.wqa-aquatech.com
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Canal de Isabel II

Canal de Isabel II
Santa Engracia, 125
28003 Madrid
Spain

Phone: +34 914 451 000
Fax:  +34 914 479 393
Email: comunicacion@cyii.es
Web:  http://www.cyii.es/

Description
Canal de Isabel II is a Public Sector Com-
pany depending on the Government of 
the autonomous region of Madrid. It 
tackles the comprehensive water cycle 
management throughout the region. It 
deals with all the processes intending to 
provide an appropriate management of 
water resources.

Water Quality
In order to guarantee the quality of wa-
ter, Canal de Isabel II has established 
a strict surveillance program from the 
very origin of water supply to its arri-
val at the customer. This program is 
designed in such a way that it surpas-
ses the standard of the laws currently 
in force for water for public use, both 
in Europe and Spain. The analyses for 
this program are carried out by the 
Canal technicians at a main laboratory 
in Madrid and eight peripheral ones lo-
cated in Valmayor, La Jarosa, Nava-cer-
rada, Torrelaguna, Pinilla, Móstoles, San 
Fernando de Henares and La Poveda. 
These analyses are complemented by a 
real time vigilance station network.

Centro Studi Luigi Bazzucchi

Provincia di Perugia
Piazza Italia, 11 
06100 – Perugia

Phone: +39 75 368 11 
Fax: +39 75 368 1237 
Email:  centro.bazzucchi@provincia.
 perugia.it
Web:  www.provincia.perugia.it

Description
„Centro Studi Luigi Bazzucchi”, located in 
Perugia, Umbria Region Central Italy, has 
been operating for over 18 years on Envi-
ronmental Resources related subjects in 
the framework of Provincia di Perugia, a 
Regional Government Public Body.

The main activities are the organization 
of Public Debates with local and National 
O�  cers, International and National Con-
ferences, Training and Professional Cour-
ses at National and International level, 
on topics related to the Environment and 
Environmental Sustainability.

The training activities are organised 
in collaboration with Italian Universi-
ties, CNR- Water Research Institute, In-
ternational Water Association; Italian 
Chemical Society- Environment Divisi-
on; Education and Environment Italian 
Ministers, European Union, Professional 
Organizations etc.

The actors and participants to these ac-
tivities are O�  cers, Scientists, Consul-
ters, Industry and Public Control Bodies 
operators, involved in Environmental 
Themes such as Water, Wastes, Energy, 
Biotechnology, Climate, Transport Com-
munication and Education.
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Emschergenossenschaft and Lippeverband

Emschergenossenschaft and 
Lippeverband
Kronprinzenstr. 24
45128 Essen
Germany

Phone: +49 (0)201 104-0
Fax:  +49 (0)201 104-2277
Email:  emscher@eglv.de
Web:  www.emschergenossenschaft.de 
 www.lippeverband.de

Description 
The Emschergenossenschaft and Lippe-
verband is a water company for the 
catchment area of the Emscher River and 
the Lippe River and its tributaries. Em-
schergenossenschaft and Lippeverband 
is the largest Association for the disposal 
of wastewater in Germany.

Emschergenossenschaft and Lippever-
band is a non-pro� t company in the form 
of a self-managed corporation under pu-
blic law, controlled by its members. 

The Emschergenossenschaft and Lippe-
verband plans, constructs and operates 
wastewater treatment plants, pumping 
stations, dikes, sewers and rain reser-
voirs and maintains the bodies of water 
in its catchment area. The Association co-
ordinates plans closely with its members. 
River Basin Management as required by 
the EU Water Framework Directive has 
already been implemented on the Em-
scher and the Lippe rivers. 

Endress+Hauser Messtechnik GmbH+Co. KG

Endress+Hauser Messtechnik 
GmbH+Co. KG
Am Stadtrand 52
22047 Hamburg

Phone: +49 (0)40 694497 305
Fax: +49 (0)40 694497-5 305
Email: heidrun.tippe@de.endress.com
Web: http://www.de.endress.com

Description
Endress+Hauser is a global leader in 
measurement instrumentation and solu-
tions for industrial process engineering. 
With over 8,400 employees worldwide, 
the Group generates annual net sales of 
more than 1.2 billion euros.

Company-owned sales centers and a net-
work of partners guarantee competent 
worldwide support. Production centers 
in eleven countries meet customers’ 
needs and requirements quickly and ef-
fectively. As a successful family-owned 
business, Endress+Hauser is set for con-
tinued independence and self-reliance in 
the future.

Endress+Hauser provides sensors, inst-
ruments, systems and services for level, 
� ow, pressure and temperature mea-
surement as well as liquid analysis and 
data acquisition. The company supports 
customers with solutions and services in 
automation engineering, logistics and in-
formation technology. Our products set 
standards in quality and technology.

Customers are primarily from the che-
mical/petrochemical, food & beve-
rage, water/wastewater, life science, 
oil & gas, power & energy, renewab-
le energies, primaries & metal, pulp 
& paper and shipbuilding industries. 
Endress+Hauser support its customers 
to optimize their process procedures 
while taking into consideration relia-
bility, safety, economic efficiency and 
environmental protection.
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Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Abwassertechnik e. V. (GFA)
(Organisation for the Advancement of Wastewater Technology)

Gesellschaft zur Förderung 
der Abwassertechnik e. V. (GFA)
(Organisation for the Advancement 
of Wastewater Technology) 
Theodor-Heuss-Allee 17
53773 Hennef
Germany

Phone:  +49 (0)2242 872-0
Fax:  +49 (0)2242 872-151
Email:  info@dwa.de
Web:  www.gfa-ka.de
 www.dwa.de

Description
GFA is a service company of the German 
Association for Water Management, 
Wastewater and Waste (DWA). It publi-
shes the professional journals of DWA: 
monthly KA – Abwasser, Abfall (KA – 
Wastewater, Waste) and every three 
months KA-Betriebs-Info (KA – Info for 
Operators) and cooperates on behalf of 
DWA with publishers of other journals on 
water management in general. In addi-
tion, GFA publishes the DWA – Industry 
Guide (DWA-Branchenführer), a directo-
ry of addresses of companies in the envi-
ronmental industries, focussing on water 
and waste. GFA cooperates, on behalf of 
DWA, with important trade exhibitions 
concerning water and waste.

GE Water Europe

GE Water & Process Technologies 
European Headquarters
Interleuvenlaan 25
BE-3001 Heverlee
Belgium

Phone  +32 16 40 20-00
Web:  www.gewater.com

Description
GE Water & Process Technologies is a lea-
ding global supplier of water treatment, 
wastewater treatment and process sys-
tems solutions, including: separation 
equipment; membrane & � ltration tech-
nology; diagnostic tools; specialty chemi-
cals; mobile water capabilities; service; 
and � nancing.

With operations in 130 countries and 
employing nearly 8000 worldwide, GE 
Water & Process Technologies brings 
together experienced professionals 
and advanced technologies to solve the 
worlds most complex challenges related 
to water availability and quality, increa-
sed productivity and cost reduction, and 
environmental regulations. 

GE’s innovative team develops partner-
ships and delivers reliable, long-term 
solutions for communities, governments 
and industry that maximize water and 
energy resources. The European GE Wa-
ter & Process Technologies Headquar-
ters is located in Heverlee, Belgium.
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Haztec

HAZTEC
Rua São José, St, 70, 18º � oor.
Zip Cod: 20010-020 
Rio de Janeiro – RJ.   
Brasil

Phone: 
Rio  +55 (21) 3974 6150 
and SP  +55 (11) 36701800 
Email:  rubens.junior@haztec.com.br
Web:  http://www.haztec.com.br

Founded in 1999 by professionals in the 
environmental market, the Haztec ex-
perienced exponential growth since its 
founding – whether organically or by 
incorporating new business units that 
allowed the expansion of its portfolio 
of services.

Haztec has the most comprehensive 
portfolio of services aimed at providing 
integrated solutions and excellence in 
environment, the company develops 
projects in sectors such as oil, mining, 
steel, pulp and paper, cement, textiles, 
among others. The business units Haztec 
are structured in three groups of pro-
ducts: Waste, Water and Energy.

In the Waters, Haztec operates mainly 
developing projects, products, facilities 
and operation of equipments and sys-
tems under turn-key for the treatment 
of water resources. A plant located in 
Sao Paulo is responsible for the produc-
tion of systems and equipment, ensu-
ring technical support for drinking water 
treatment or industrial e�  uents from 
both public and industrial and reuse of 
treated e�  uent.

Kocks Consult GmbH

Kocks Consult GmbH
Consulting Engineers
Stegemannstr. 32-38
56068 Koblenz
Germany

Phone:  +49 261 1302-0
Fax:  +49 261 1302-401
Email:  info@kocks-ing.de
Web: www.kocks-ing.de

Description
Kocks Consult GmbH is an independent 
� rm of planners and consultants foun-
ded in 1946 by Friedrich Kocks, Dr. Ing., 
Dr. Ing. h. c. The � rm employs 185 
engineers, architects, planners and envi-
ronmental experts, collaborating to o� er 
clients a wide range of services. Including 
Kocks Consult‘s a�  liated companies, 
there are 485 employees ready to tackle 
even the most complex tasks.

The range of services o� ered by Kocks 
includes studies and surveys, ecological, 
economic and engineering expertise, 
cost and quantity calculations as well as 
feasibility studies, preliminary and � nal 
design. After successful conclusion of 
the actual planning work, Kocks Engi-
neers draw up the necessary tender do-
cuments, carry out bid evaluations and 
supervise construction works and equip-
ment installation. If required, Kocks

Engineers provide project management 
including the � nancial transactions 
involved in it. Kocks Consult GmbH also 
o� ers technical consultancy during the 
commissioning phase as well as training 
services for the client‘s sta�  in operation 
and maintenance.



50

EWA Yearbook 2010/2011

WATER BERLIN INTERNATIONAL/Messe Berlin Ltd.

WATER BERLIN INTERNATIONAL/ 
Messe Berlin Ltd.
Messedamm 22
D-14055 Berlin 

Phone:  +49 (0)30 3038-2148
Fax: +49 (0)30 3038-2079
Email:  wasser@messe-berlin.de 
Web:  www.wasser-berlin.de

Description 
Messe Berlin is a service company 
specialized in the organization of in-
ternational and national trade shows, 
exhibitions and conventions. With an 
annual program of nearly 80 internatio-
nal trade events Messe Berlin ranks as 
one of the world‘s top ten exhibition 
companies. WATER BERLIN INTERNATI-
ONAL is one of the international mee-
ting places for water and waste water 
industry organized by Messe Berlin 
Ltd. Berlin’s central European location, 
especially its proximity to the growing 
eastern European market, o� ers exhibi-
tors and trade visitors an e� ective and 
potentially very successful perspective. 
The next international trade fair and 
congress WATER BERLIN INTERNATIO-
NAL will be taking place on May 2 – 5, 2011, 
in Berlin, and will focus among others 
on the new product groups as water 
desalination, trenchless and geother-
mic technologies. For the � rst time 
“International NO DIG – Conference & 
Exhibition” on trenchless technologies 

will be held in conjunction with WATER 
BERLIN INTERNATIONAL 2011.

Product Groups of 
WASSER BERLIN
Procurement of water; Water and waste-
water treatment; Water distribution and 
wastewater discharge; Service providers, 
water supply and sewage, multi utilities; 
Measuring, regulating, analysis technolo-
gy; Valves, pumps, suction systes, driving 
apparatus technology; Surface water 
protection, ground water protection, 
soil protection; Industrial equipment; 
Excavating machinery; Science, research, 
technology transfer; Information and 
communication technologies. New Pro-
duct Groups: Trenchless technologies; 
Desalination; Geothermic technologies.

Last Event Figures: Exhibitors – 704; 
Trade visitors – over 27,000; Conference 
participants – 6,967; Gross exhibition 
area – 49,807 sqm.

LightTech Lamp Techn. Inc.

LightTech Lamp Techn. Inc.
Hegyrejaro 1
2120 Dunakeszi
Hungary

Phone:  +36 27541 800
Fax:  +36 27390 099
Email:  info@lighttech.com
Web:  www.light-sources.com

Description
LightTech provides clients in the original 
equipment manufacturer (OEM) market 
with standard and customized lamps. In 
addition to o� ering all standard lamp 
sizes, LightTech can custom design, en-
gineer, and manufacture the ideal lamps 
to suit clients’ unique application needs. 
This enables clients to maintain installa-
tions as Original New Equipment, thus 
guaranteeing the functionality over life 
time. Special designed lamps also provi-
de a safe solution as these lamps do not 
� t in standard equipment like for gene-
ral lighting.
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Netherlands Water Partnership

Netherlands Water Partnership
P. O. Box 3015 
2601 DA DELFT

Phone:  +31 (0)15 21517-28 
Fax:  +31 (0)15 21517-59 
Email: info@nwp.nl 
Web:  www.nwp.nl

Description
The Netherlands Water Partnership 
(NWP) is an independent body set up 
jointly by the Dutch private and public 
sector to act as a national coordinati-
on and information point in relation 
to water activities overseas. The main 
aims of the NWP are to harmonize the 
activities and initiatives of the Dutch 
water sector overseas and to under-
take worldwide promotion of Dutch 
expertise related to water. The organi-
zation is a focal point for the exchange 
of information related to activities and 
services of government bodies, know-
ledge and research institutes and busi-
nesses involved in the water sector.

Politecnico di Torino

Politecnico di Torino 
C.so Duca degli Abruzzi, 24
10124 Torino
Italy

Phone:  +39 (0)115 6476-85
Fax:  +39 (0)115 6476-98
Email:  marina.demaio@polito.it
Web:  www.polito.it

Description
The Politecnico di Torino (www.polito.it), 
descending from the Technical School 
for Engineers born in 1859, was founded 
in 1906. It is a centre of teaching and re-
search excellence, and one of the most 
important universities in Europe for 
architecture and engineering studies, 
strongly committed to collaboration 
with industry. Politecnico di Torino o� ers 
diversi� ed teaching: from Aerospace En-
gineering to Telecommunications, from 
Biomedics to Mechatronics, Environmen-
tal Engineering, Industrial Design, Auto-
motive Engineering and Engineering for 
Cinema and Media Engineering, and a 
wide range of courses and specialization 
programs. Distance-learning programs 
are also available. 

The internationalisation is one of the 
main aim of Politecnico. Over 89 inter-
national agreements allow students to 
obtain double degrees, and 2,000 for-
eign students per year are enrolled in 
di� erent schools in the university, inclu-
ding PhD students. Six collaboration ag-
reements with Chinese universities have 
recently been signed, and in the new 
buildings of the Tongji University of 
Shanghai (www.tongji.edu.cn) the Sino-
Italian Campus has been inaugurated. 
New agreements have already been pl-
anned especially with Indian universities 
in the ICT sector.



52

EWA Yearbook 2010/2011

Tuttahs & Meyer Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH

Tuttahs & Meyer 
Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH 
Bismarckstrasse 2-8
52066 Aachen
Germany 

Phone:  +49 (0)241 50 00 05
Fax:  +49 (0)241 53 54 88
Email:  info@tum-aachen.de
Web:  www.tuttahs-meyer.de

Description
Tuttahs & Meyer Ingenieurgesellschaft 
mbH provides Engineering and Con-
sulting Services for the entire Water 
Management Cycle, from planning, de-
sign and construction supervision to 
site management and operation. Our 
customers are associations, municipali-
ties, water works, public authorities as 
well as local and international enterpri-
ses. The elaboration of comprehensive 
research and development measures 
and the participation in various profes-
sional groups are the basis for Tuttahs 
& Meyer’s implementation of innovati-
ve, future oriented solutions. Since our 
establishment in 1948, the company 
developed into an e�  cient, internatio-
nally operating consulting � rm with 65 
highly quali� ed employees.

SANEST
Saneamento da Coasta do Estoril, S. A.

SANEST
Saneamento da Costa do Estoril, S. A.
Rua Flor da Murta 
2770-064 Paço de Arcos
Portugal

Phone: +351 21 446-2100
Fax: +351 21 446-2270
Email: sanest@sanest.pt
Web: www.sanest.pt

Description 
SANEST is a private company whose 
capital is shared by Águas de Portugal, 
sgps (a governmental holding) and four 
municipalities near Lisbon (Amadora, 
Cascais, Oeiras and Sintra).

Range of Products
SANEST is the operator company res-
ponsible for the wastewater collection, 
treatment and disposal in the ocean by 
a long sea outfall of an agglomeration 
of about 720 thousand p.e. in the neigh-
bourhood of Lisbon. 
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Association of Dutch Water Companies (Vewin)

Association of Dutch Water 
Companies (Vewin)
P. O. Box 1019
NL-2280 CA Rijswijk

Phone:  +31 70 4144-750
Fax:  +31 70 4144-420
Email:  info@vewin.nl
Web:  www.vewin.nl

Description
Vewin is the national association repre-
senting Dutch water supply companies. 
Back in 1952 it was founded, more than 
200 water supply companies were acti-
ve in the Netherlands. Today there are 
some 10, a change that has altered the 
association’s essential task. Vewin focu-
ses primarily on representing the inte-
rests of its members in The Hague and 
Brussels by creating an environment in 
which members are able to optimally 
achieve their objectives.

Vivaqua

Vivaqua 
70 rue aux Laines
1000 Bruxelles
Belgium 

Email:  info@vivaqua.be
Web:   www.vivaqua.be

Description
Vivaqua is one of Belgium’s leading wa-
ter companies. It manages the whole wa-
ter cycle, from the production of drinking 
water and its distribution, to the sewage 
treatment. Vivaqua also puts a lot of 
e� ort into sustainable development and 
develops a long-term environmental, 
social and economic policy.
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Wupperverband

Wupperverband
Untere Lichtenplatzer Straße 100 
42289 Wuppertal

Phone:  +49 (0)202 583-0
Email:  info@wupperverband.de
Web:  www.wupperverband.de

Description
Being one of Germany‘s longest-serving 
water management corporations, the 
Wupperverband manages the catchment 
area of the river Wupper with respect to 
all water-management tasks since 1930. 
The catchment area comprises an area of 
813 square kilometres with about 2300 
kilometres of rivers and streams. More 
than 900000 inhabitants live in this area.

The Wupperverband is a corporation 
under public law. Its statutory tasks are 
sewage treatment and waste disposal, 
operation of dams to control the water 
� ow in the River Wupper and other ri-
vers, provision of drinking and process 
water, maintenance and restoration of 
the rivers and streams. The Wupperver-
band runs 11 sewage treatment plants, 
56 kilometres of sewers, 71 storm-water 
tanks and sewage pumping stations and 
12 dams.

The members of the Wupperverband are 
the cities and district towns, water sup-
ply companies and other companies in 
the catchment area. 

VLARIO vzw
Sint-Bernardsesteenweg 1126
BE-2660 Hoboken

Phone: +32 3 827 51 30
Fax:  +32 3 289 01 40
Email: wendy.francken@vlario.be
Web:  www.vlario.be

Description
VLARIO is willing to participate and to 
cooperate in a European network, based 
on the principles to support the making 
of the European water policy (especially 
as we are living in Flanders and are at 
home in Brussels)

VLARIO is an independent non-govern-
mental and non-pro� t organization in 
Flanders (Belgium).

VLARIO is the consulting platform and in-
formation and knowledge centre for Fle-
mish sewer systems with the following 
targets: 

• VLARIO o� ers an independent platform 
for experts of rainwater, wastewater 
and integral water management;

• VLARIO collects knowledge through 
continuous consultation of and ex-
change of experience with all market 
players, national and international;

• VLARIO propagates this knowledge 
via publications and the organisation 
of seminars, workshops, lectures and 
study clubs;

• VLARIO supports the ambition of 
Flemish towns and cities in pursuing 
quality and applying the ‘Principles of 
integrated sewage management”.

• VLARIO has 400 members, such as 
most of the Flemish towns and cities, 
regional authorities, Aqua� n, consul-
ting engineers, contractors and indus-
trial companies.

Vlario
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®

creativity

SEHLHOFF GMBH
INGENIEURE + ARCHITEKTEN

character
responsibility

sustainability

achievements

challenge

man

Together with our clients...

...to success!

“Because nature is the model for our work.”

www.sehlhoff.eu
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Cooperation 
Organisations
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International Water Association (IWA)

International Water Association (IWA)
Alliance House
12 Caxton Street
London SWIH 0QS
United Kingdom

Phone:  +44 207 654 5500
Fax:  +44 207 654 5555
Web: water@iwahq.org

President
Paul Reiter

Description
IWA has its roots in two strong associ-
ations: the International Water Supply 
Association (IWSA) and the International 
Water Quality Association (IAWQ). ISA 
was established in 1947 while IAWQ was 
originally formed as the International As-
sociation for Water Pollution Research in 
1965. IWSA and IAWQ came together in a 
merger in 1999 to form IWA. 

Today, IWA is a member driven orga-
nisation. There are three member ty-
pes within the Association: Individual, 
Corporate and Governing Members. In 
aggregation, our members involve and 
represent approximately 10,000 individu-
als worldwide. The Association is a non-
pro� t organisation, self-governing and 
responsible to its governing members. A 
Governing Assembly, Board of Directors, 
a Strategic Council and various commit-
tees guide and direct the Association.

IWA’s vision: is to connect water pro-
fessionals worldwide to lead the deve-
lopment of e� ective and sustainable ap-
proaches to water management.

IWA’s mission: is to create and foster 
a global network of leading-edge wa-
ter professionals through the provisi-
on of services and products for mem-
ber groups. In addition, to represent 
the views of members international 
forums and to project key messages 
to the sector at large, aimed at advan-
cing best practice in sustainable water 
management.

Japan Sewage Works Association (JSWA)

Japan Sewage Works Association
Nihon Bldg. 1/F
P.O.Box74, 2-6-2 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-004 
Japan

Phone:  +81 3 3516-2854 
Fax:  +81 3 5200-0839
Email:  koseki@ngsk.or.jp
Web:  http://www.jswa.jp/en/jswa-en/

Description
Starting in the latter half of the 1950s, ra-
pid growth of industrial economy led to 
such social problems as aggravation of 
the living environment and water pollu-
tion in public water bodies. This was the 
situation when the Sewerage Division 
of the Japan Water Service Association 
and the National Sewage Works Deve-
lopment Conference were integrated to 
form the Japan Sewage Works Associa-
tion in April 1964. JsWA got permission 
to establish itself as a public interest cor-
poration in January 1965 and began full-
scale activities with public organisations 
as regular members. 

The Association’s objectives are to de-
velop sewerage services soundly, while 
conducting research on sewerage sys-
tems, and to preserve a network public 
water bodies for the improvement of 
people’s lives. As a network organisati-
on of bodies involved in sewage works, 
JWSA carries out a wide range of activities 

to promote development of sewage 
works, and facilitates communication 
and cooperation between public orga-
nisations implementing and planning 
sewage works on the one hand, and 
National government, related organisa-
tions, enterprises and civic groups on the 
other.

JSWA has 1,570 organisations implemen-
ting or planning sewage works as regular 
members, 71 as associate members, 1,309 
enterprises as supporting members, 497 
as individual members and 7 honorary 
members, for a total of 3,454 organisa-
tions and individuals.
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United Nations University (UNW-DPC)

United Nations University
UNW-DPC
UN Campus
Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
53113 Bonn

Email:  info@unwater.unu.edu
Web:  www.unwater.unu.edu

Description
The UN-Water Decade Programme on 
Capacity Development (UNW-DPC) is a 
joint programme of UN Agencies and 
Programmes cooperating within the 
framework of UN-Water. UNW-DPC sup-
ports UN-Water in the � elds of water-re-
lated capacity development. It is funded 
by the German Federal Government and 
it is hosted by the United Nations Univer-
sity in Bonn, Germany.

UN-Water, an inter-agency mechanism 
formally established in 2003 by the Uni-
ted Nations High Level Committee on 
Programmes, has evolved out of a his-
tory of close collaboration among UN 
agencies. UN-Water strengthens coordi-
nation and coherence between UN enti-
ties dealing with issues related to all as-
pects of freshwater and sanitation, and 
contributes to the agenda de� ned by 
the 2000 Millennium Declaration and the 
World Summit on Sustainable Summit.

Based on the � rm belief that the achie-
vement of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) related to water and sa-
nitation is conditional on stakeholders 
being able to mobilize essential required 
capacities. UNW-DPC’s mission is to en-
hance the coherence and e� ectiveness 
of the capacity development activities 
of the UN-Water members and partners. 
By working on the full range of individu-
al, organizational and institutional capa-
city development, UNW-DPC seeks to 
strengthen the ability to the UN-Water 
members and partners to support Mem-
ber States to achieve these MDGs.

Water Environment Federation (WEF)

Water Environment Federation (WEF)
601 Wythe Street
Alexandria, VA 22314 
USA

Phone:  +1 703 684-2439 
Fax:   +1 703 684-2472
Email:  Kmaynard@wef.org
Web: www.wef.org

President
Paul Freedman (2009-2010)
Jeanette Brown (2010-2011)

Description
Founded in 1928, the Water Environment 
Federation® (WEF®) is a not-for-pro� t 
technical and educational organization 
with over 36,000 members worldwide 
from varied disciplines who work toward 
WEF’s vision to preserve and enhance 
the global water environment. 

WEF and its global network of Member 
Associations (MAs) help provide water 
quality professionals with the latest in 
water quality education, training, and 
business opportunities. WEF’s diverse 
membership includes scientists, engi-
neers, regulators, academics, plant ma-
nagers and operators, and other profes-
sionals working in the United States and 
around the world. 

WEF’s headquarters is in suburban Wa-
shington, D.C., with a sta�  of nearly 100. 
WEF’s o�  ce in London also serves as the 
headquarters for WEF Publishing U.K., 
Ltd., and is home to WEF’s award-win-
ning magazine, World Water. 
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EWA Contacts

EWA Secretariat Sta�  Members in Hennef 

Secretary General
Johannes Lohaus
Email: info@EWA-oline.eu 
Tel.: +49 2242 872 189
Fax:  +49 2242 872 135

Management Assistant 
Boryana Dimitrova 
Email:  dimitrova@EWA-oline.eu 
Tel.: +49 2242 872 189
Fax: +49 2242 872 135

Project Assistant 
Mona Lorvik 
Email:  Lorvik@EWA-online.eu 
Tel.:  +49 2242 872 225
Fax:  +49 2242 872 135

Secretary 
Alice Wilhelm
Email:  Alice.Wilhelm@EWA-online.eu 
Tel.: +49 2242 872 168
Fax:  +49 2242 872 135

EWA Sta�  Members in Brussels  

Head of External A� airs Brussels 
Frédéric de Hemptinne 
Email:  fdh@EWA-online.eu 
Tel.: +32 2 227 11 34
Fax:  +32 2 218 31 41  


